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HEATER: Freshman
right-hander Aaron
Guerra throws a pitch
during a game against
Lamar Tuesday afternoon. UTPA lost the
game 9-2.

Lamar’s Matt Gowan. One out
later, Lamar left fielder Jordan
Foster of belted a two-run
double to left-center field to
break open the game 6-1 in favor
of the Cards.
In the top of the ninth, UTPA
freshman righty Robert Martínez
relieved Gibson, and things went
from bad to worse. Martínez
walked the first batter he faced
and the defense contributed to
the team's collapse by
committing a pair of errors
resulting in loaded bases for LU.
Martínez then walked two
batters and hit another with a

pitch to score three unearned
runs.
Freshman lefty Jason Duhon
relieved Martínez and closed out
the inning, but it was too late for
Pan Am as Lamar went on to
win the game 9-2 after UTPA
added a run in the bottom of the
ninth.
“We came out today and we
made four errors at third base, it
killed us,” said first-year UTPA
head coach Willie Gawlik. “We
let in at least five or six runs
from play at third base.”

“

- Willie Gawlik,
head coach

See BASEBALL page 14

SWING: A UTPA baseball player takes a swing at a pitch during a game against Lamar University Tuesday afternoon. The Broncs won one of three games against Lamar.

■

Broncs vs. TAMU-CC
Islanders
Feb. 15
7:30 p.m.
■

BOOK SALE

In honor of
President’s Day, the
University of
Texas-Pan
American
Bookstore will hold
a book sale
Monday, Feb. 17
from 9 a.m. to 4
p.m. at the
University
Bookstore Patio.
The sale will
feature textbooks at
reduced prices.
The selection of
books will range
from anthropology
to sociology.
For more
information,
contact Fred
Castañeda at (956)
381-2252.
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Rep pushes
for Board seat
Since reappointment for
the University of Texas
System Board of Regents is
due, several Rio Grande
Valley officials
acknowledge the
importance of having a
local representative on the
Board.
Last week, state
representative Roberto
Gutierrez, D-McAllen,
expressed his interest in
becoming a member of the
Board of Regents. He feels
having someone from South
Texas on the Board will
better serve the needs of
universities in the
surrounding area.
“We wanted to put them
on notice because we didn’t
want them to say that they
couldn’t find someone
qualified and interested for
the Board of Regents,” said
Gutierrez. “In order to
eliminate that, we wanted to
come forward and say I was
interested and qualified.”
Gutierrez, who is
currently serving his
seventh term as state
representative, said his
experience within state
government provides him
with the qualifications
needed to serve as a
member on the Board.
“Through seniority, you
get to know how the system
works,” he said. “Having
gone through that learning
experience, I feel I know
how it works.”
If appointed to the Board
by governor Rick Perry and
confirmed by the state
senate, Gutierrez would
make more funding and
programs for area
universities his primary
goal as a member of the
Board.
University of Texas-Pan
American President Miguel
Nevarez hopes someone
from South Texas will be
named a member of the
nine-person Board. He
hopes the new member will

Live music by BIG
RICHARD
FOOD AND GAMES
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Sat. Feb. 15
Meet at 4 p.m. at the
UTPA Annex &
Caravan to the
Fieldhouse

BRONC
BASKETBALL

We came out
today and we
made four
errors at third
base, it killed
us.

An Inside Look:

By JENNIFER TAPIA
The Pan American

UTPA
FIELDHOUSE
LAWN

“

What a difference just three
innings of a baseball game can
make.
The University of Texas-Pan
American baseball team played a
close-scoring game against
Lamar University Tuesday
afternoon at Edinburg Baseball
Stadium before a sparse crowd
of 233 fans, but ended up getting
shelled in the last three frames
of the game to lose 9-2.
The loss dropped the Broncs
to 4-2 on the season, while the

Cardinals improved to 5-1 by
taking two out of three games in
the series against UTPA.
With Lamar clinging to a slim
3-1 lead and with one out in the
top of the seventh inning, junior
hurler Johnny Gibson relieved
starter Aaron Guerra of Edinburg
with two runners on base.
That's when things began to go
awry for the the Broncs nine.
Gibson unloaded a wild pitch
that advanced both runners to
begin his afternoon on the hill.
Junior third baseman Matt Sisk
committed an error on the
following play that scored
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BRONC SPIRIT
CARAVAN

Sat. Feb. 15
5 p.m. to 7 p.m.

UTPA drops two of three contests against the Cardinals, falls to 4-2 mark on season
By ED CHRNKO
The Pan American

BRONCO-O-DAYS

BRONC BLOCK
PARTY

Pitching does in Broncs against Lamar

THURSDAY

Campus

State Rep. Roberto Gutierrez

prove helpful for both
UTPA and University of
Texas-Brownsville/Texas
Southmost College.
“[Gutierrez] knows the
needs of education in the
area,” Nevarez said. “He
certainly does knows the
needs, if not him, then
anyone from South Texas
will.”
If appointed to the Board,
Gutierrez hopes to work
closely with all the
presidents of universities
across South Texas. He said
he would like maintain
constant contact with
university officials in an
effort to meet the needs of
every university.
“We want to make sure
they are heard and
established by giving them
the opportunity to have a
voice in the Board of
Regents,” Gutierrez said. “If
you don’t have a voice, it
takes longer to get what you
want.”
Since former Democratic
gubernatorial candidate
Tony Sanchez’s term on the
Board of Regents expired
Feb. 1, Robert Estrada is the
only Hispanic to currently
serve on the Board. Estrada
feels it is important to have
another Hispanic Board
member because he feels
diversity within the Board
of Regents should be of
prime importance.
“This brings a different
perspective in a Board
level,” he said. “I bring part
of that with my experience,
but I am only one person.”

Gabriel O. Hernandez/The Pan American

KICKER— Mary DeCock (foreground) and Amanda Carlow (background) vote for this year’s BroncO-King and Bronc-O-Queen Tuesday. This is the first time in seven years UTPA has a homecoming.

Students/troops get orders
By ARIANNA VAZQUEZ
The Pan American
All across the United States, families brace for a
possible war in Iraq.
Families in the Rio Grande Valley are not
immune to the phenomenon, as a number of
University of Texas-Pan American students put
down textbooks and picked up military equipment
to heed the call of Uncle Sam.
The 961st Quartermaster Water Supply
Company of the Army Reserve stationed in
McAllen activated nine UTPA students last week,
who had to withdraw from the university to await
deployment overseas. With plans already in motion
for a possible showdown with Saddam Hussein, 45
local soldiers were called to duty last week.
The soldiers were activated during a public
ceremony held in Victoria on Sunday and are now
stationed at Fort Hood awaiting further orders
from Commander-in-Chief George W. Bush.
The students who have departed to serve their
country include Spc. Jose Olivares, Sgt. Rafael
Olazio, Pfc. Julio McCall, Pfc. Brian Garza, Pfc.
Mario Garcia, Spc. Mark Lopez, Pfc. Jesus Pena,
Spc. Michael Richardson and Pfc. Ronnie Soria.
These students left for duty last week, but local
families are bracing for more activation orders in
the weeks to come, and about 47 reservists from
the McAllen unit will be departing for duty within
the next two weeks. According to early activation
orders, tours of duty could last a year or more, but
the length of service can increase or decrease do to
a number of factors, according to Family
Readiness Group volunteer Lucia Hernandez.
“The soldiers can be activated for as long as two

years, depending on peace or war," Hernandez
said. "And some college students are worried
about school and how it will work out.”
Student/soldiers who have withdrawn from
UTPA hope to get back soon to complete their
studies, and three of the nine were enrolled as
seniors scheduled to graduate in 2003 or early
2004.
One of those seniors, McCall is disappointed
that his graduation could be delayed until at least
2005. Garza is also discouraged with having to
delay his graduation, because the delay
complicates his plans to attend law school.
Although some of these soldiers are seniors,
some began college life this semester. Both Pena
and Soria were freshman at UTPA.
But although heading overseas may delay
educational opportunities, many student/soldiers
understand the role they play in the defense of
America.
Olivares believes it is a reservist’s duty to leave,
regardless of what is going on in personal lives.
“It is my job. I have a job to do, and I am going
to do it,” Olivares said. “I am just hoping I get
back in time to finish school as soon as possible.”
While education is a big concern with many
reservists, many are also concerned about who will
take care of their families while they are away, as
Olazio pointed out.
“I don't have time to be scared and I try not to
think about it because as sergeant I have to take
care of other soldiers,” Olazio said. “But I miss my
family.”
Maria Sierra, a volunteer with the Family
Readiness Group, believes that the community

See DEPLOYMENT page 4
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UTPA political science professor Dr. Samuel
Freeman also feels lobbyists can have an adverse
affect on Texas government.
“People who have money are able to lobby
themselves, which brings a profound imbalance
of the representation between the rich and the
poor,” he said. “Texas has the best legislature
that money can buy.”
The University of Texas System also employs
lobbyists in Austin in an effort to obtain a larger
portion of the state budget for its universities.
The administration at UTPA, like administrations
from universities around the state, maintains
close ties with state and nationally elected
representatives in hopes that those relationships
will eventually benefit the university.
With the impending budget cut faced by
UTPA, Freeman believes lobbying can effect the
result of how hard funding cuts will hit the
university.
“It’s against the law for a university president
to lobby, so instead they speak on behalf of the
university, but results all depend on how hard the
president fights [the budget cut] for the school,”
Freeman said. “Some presidents can fight and
make an impact on the legislature, while others
can simply go through the motions of fighting
for the school and accept without question what
the legislature decides.”
Freeman went on to say that college students
can take part in the lobbying process by either
writing letters to the state legislature, including
the speaker of the house, senators, or a
committee chairs. Students can also question
legislators and voice their concerns when elected
officials visit the Rio Grande Valley. Finally,
students can head to the state Capitol themselves
to testify in front of a committee or even speak
to different senators. Freeman feels that it is very
important for students to get involved in the
legislative process.
“If you don’t try to stop it [injustice against
citizens], try to fight it, then it’s inevitable that
you are going to lose,” Freeman said. “The least
you can do as a citizen is fight for what you
believe in.”

RESEARCH SERIES CONTINUES
The library will continue its research series,
dubbed “The Research Revolution,” with a
video and discussions regarding genetics
tonight from 7-9 p.m. in the Library Media
Theater. The film and following discussion
session led by Dr. Tom Pearson will focus on
the topic of DNA fingerprinting and the use of
genetic research in forensics is free and open
to the public. Refreshments will be served at
the event.
FREE SCREENINGS
The UTPA Counseling Center will provide
free relationship screenings in SSB 504 today
and Feb. 14 from 9 a.m. to 3 p.m. The screenings are free and confidential, and available for
both couples and individuals. Participants
receive a free carnation while supplies last. For
special accommodations, contact the
Counseling Center at 381-2574.
HOMECOMING FESTIVITIES
The office of Student Development and the
United Student Organization Council will offer
a number of events for students during UTPA
Homecoming week. There will be a Bronc
Spirit Caravan Feb. 15 starting at 4 p.m. at the
UTPA Annex and ending at the Fieldhouse.
Students are encouraged to decorate their vehicles to promote school spirit. Also on Feb. 15

is the Bronc Block Party from 5-7 p.m. The
party will be on the Fieldhouse lawn and will
offer food, game booths and live music by
Big Richard. Homecoming festivities will conclude as the Broncs face the Texas A&MCorpus Christi Islanders at 7:30 p.m. at the
Fieldhouse.
BOOK SALE
The bookstore is offering discounts to students
through a President’s Day Book Sale Feb. 17
from 9 a.m. to 4 p.m. The bookstore will offer
hundreds of discounted textbooks regarding
subjects from English to computer science. For
more information, contact Fred Castaneda at
381-2252.
SOTO COMING
Mexican-American author Gary Soto will visit
the campus Thursday, Feb. 20 to lecture at the
Student Union Theatre starting at 7:30 p.m.
The event is sponsored by the English department, in honor of the university's 75th anniversary. Soto is a California native who has won
numerous awards for his collections of poetry
and also has written a libretto for an opera. He
also serves in various community organizations, and has worked with the United Farm
Workers of America.
For more info call Dr. Steven Schneider, chair
of English, at 381-3422.

Men’s and women’s tennis teams rack up
points against St. Mary’s in first home match
of season
By ED CHRNKO
The Pan American
The University of
Texas-Pan American men’s
tennis team got back on the
winning track Wednesday
afternoon at the Cox Tennis
Center by shutting out St. Mary’s
University, 7-0, while the Lady
Broncs snapped a four-match
losing skid by defeating SMU, 52, despite losing the crucial
doubles point.
The Broncs opened the match
by sweeping the doubles
matches 8-3, 8-6 and 8-3. The
men then bulldozed their way
through the singles portion of
the event by sweeping all six
matches. Pan Am only gave
up two sets in at numbers
three through six singles
spots. Sophmore Jeremy
Salvo blanked SMU’s
Baldo Garza, 6-0, 6-0 at
the number four singles
spot, while Nik Porter did
the same with the
Rattlers’Alex Portillo at
the first singles position.
“We started off slow, but
we adjusted to the wind and
never looked back,” said
Salvo.
With the overwhelming
victory over SMU, the
Broncs improved to 3-2
on the season.
The Lady Broncs
didn’t quite roll over St.
Mary’s, but they got the
job done. Despite losing the

Tom
Mangelschots
CENSUS WORKSHOP PLANNED
The McAllen Chamber of Commerce will
present a U.S. Census Data Workshop titled:
"Making Sense of the Numbers: A
Demographic Profile of McAllen," Thursday,
Feb. 20 at the Chamber, on Ash Avenue.
Census Bureau employee John Ortiz will show
people how to get the right statistical and
demographic information about the most
recent census. Information about income,
occupation, poverty, employment, language,
education, housing and many other characteristics is available online.
For more info, call Luis Bazan or Anabel
Arellano of the Chamber at 682-2871.
VINS AT CONFERENCE
UTPA's Student Leadership Program will present its yearly conference for high school seniors Saturday, Feb. 22, on campus. Wellknown newspaper columnist Molly Ivins will
be the keynote speaker for the event, which
starts at 9 a.m. The purpose of the conference
is to enrich the leadership skills of those Valley
students about to leave high school for college.
Ivins is a syndicated news commentator
known for combining a clever, biting satire
with a downhome Texas personality. She usually appears at least twice a week in McAllen's
Monitor.
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Broncs, Lady
Broncs smash
St. Mary’s

Photos by
Matt Lynch
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With the raising of taxes, and budget cuts
effecting the lives of thousands of Texas
residents, sometimes it may feel that elected
officials do little by way of representation.
But while elected representatives may not
always appear to hear the voices of their
constituents, there is another group of political
movers and shakers - known as lobbyists working continuously to protect the interests of
their selected groups by persuading government
officials to favor bills on different issues.
The term ‘lobbying’ comes from influence
seekers who were able to garner the attention of
Congressmen in the lobby of the Capitol during
the early days of American government. Because
ordinary citizens were not permitted on the
floors of the House or Senate, many chose the
Capitol lobby to air grievances or discuss issues
with their elected officials.
Special interests groups employ more than
80,000 registered lobbyists in Washington, D.C.
According to University of Texas-Pan American
political science professor Dr. Terry Garrett,
interest groups from the National Rifle
Association to the Sierra Club have no trouble
finding lobbyists willing to take up their selected
causes.
“To be a lobbyist, one simply has to ask a
government official [federal, state or local] for a
favor on a public policy matter or try to persuade
an official to go along with an individual or
interest group on an issue of concern,” he said.
There are professional lobbyists, often lawyers
available for hire in Washington, D.C., state
capitals, and some large cities to represent one or
several interest groups. Professional lobbyists
use acquaintances with policy makers
(legislative, executive, and judicial) in an effort
to influence the government in a way that would
reflect favorably on the interests of their clients.
An interest group is often defined as a group of
individuals working on behalf of or strongly
supporting a particular cause, whether it be an

item of legislature, an industry, or a special
segment of society.
Lobbyists employ numerous tactics in an
effort to persuade or encourage officials to
support an interest group. For instance,
lobbyists often use public relations campaigns
and advertisements designed to motivate the
public to contact individual representatives in an
effort to sway an official’s vote on a particular
bill. Occasionally many lobbyists will don their
lawyer hats and file litigation or legal briefs
against government agencies on behalf of the
interest groups the represent.
According to UTPA political science professor
Dr. Gary Mounce, the lobbying system can be
both beneficial and harmful to citizens and
government alike. On one hand, lobbying has
merit because it allows citizens to voice their
opinions on issues and put pressure on
politicians who often decide which bills pass and
which do not. But because lobbying in Texas
government is not fully controlled, there is a
possibility that the process may be misused by
special interest groups concerned with very
specific interests.
“There was a time when people believed
lobbying consisted of the four ‘Bs: beef, brew,
bribe, and broads,” Mounce said. “But the point
of lobbying is to get to know the legislators in
order to have them vote in favor of the interest
group. Some lobbyists do this any way they
can.”
Mounce explained that since Texas legislators
do not receive much by way of monetary
compensation for their services - Texas
legislators are paid $7,200 for a session lasting
approximately 140 days - lobbyists of some
interest groups use money to gain the loyalty of
political figures.
“The largest use of money from lobbyists go
to campaign financing. If an interest group gives
money to that one legislator to support their
campaign, then that senator or representative is
going to remember that when voting on a bill
that the interest group may or may not be in
favor of,” he said.

sports
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Lobbyists fight for interests

By CLARISSA MARTINEZ
The Pan American
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doubles point when sophmore
Kathryn Waslen and freshman
Laura Boskovich lost the number
two doubles match 9-8, UTPA
was able to regroup and win five
of the six singles matches.
“We played some good points
and made some unforced errors,
but overall we made a solid
effort,“ said Ana Pena after the
Lady Broncs lost the doubles
point. “We’ve improved from last
year.”
Head coach Todd Chapman felt
his team did a good job of getting
over some anxious moments at
the start of the event.
“As a team, we had some jitters
and had to get over some
nervousness, however not
everything’s a negative, but I feel
we need to play with more
energy,” he said.
In women’s singles, Boskovich
pulled out a grueling victory by
dropping Thuy Phan at the
number three singles match, 6-4,
4-6, 6-2 and Pena defeated Alexis
Carmona at number four singles,
6-3, 6-1.
Last Sunday, both men’s and
women’s tennis teams lost to
Tennessee Tech, 5-2 and 4-3,
respectively.
The men lost the doubles point
by dropping two out of three
matches. Matt Gower and Nik
Porter won the only doubles
match for UTPA by defeating Ray
Cuesta and Michele Panzeri, 8-2.
Pan Am went on to lose points
in the singles spots one, two, three
and five. Jeremy Salvo and Nik

Porter won the only singles
matches for the Broncs in a losing
effort.
The women fared a little better
than their male couterparts, but
lost the crucial doubles point after
getting swept 3-0 in the doubles
matches 8-5, 8-1 and 8-2.
The Lady Broncs captured the
first, fourth and sixth singles
matches, but the Eaglettes
grabbed the remainder to put them
over the top and pull out
the 4-3 win.
The women’s
team returns to
action Feb. 14
when it travels
to Corpus Christi
to face the Lady Islanders at 3
p.m. On Feb. 15, the Lady
Broncs will match up against Sam
Houston State at 9 a.m. and
Southern at 2 p.m. Both matches
will be played at Corpus Christi.
The men’s team willhost
TAMUCC at the Cox Tennis
Center on the UTPA campus on
Feb. 15 at 2 p.m

Nik
Porter

NOTES: The Broncs men’s
tennis team topped off a strong
week by obtaining its first
Southland Conference tennis
honor of the season. Freshman
Nik Porter of Tunbridge, England
was honored with the
conference’s Tennis Player of the
Week award after winning all four
of his matches last week in
UTPA’s victory over Abilene
Christian, 7-0, and a 5-2 loss to
Tennessee Tech.

WEEKLY SCHEDULE
THURSDAY

FRIDAY

SATURDAY

SUNDAY

MONDAY

TUESDAY

WEDNESDAY

vs. California
at Round Rock 4 p.m.

vs. Nebraska
at Round Rock 4 p.m.

vs. SWT at
Round Rock 3 p.m.

-

-

vs. Incarnate Word (DH)
3 p.m.

-

-

-

-

at Savannah State
6 p.m.

Baseball

-

Track and Field

-

-

Nebraska

-

-

-

vs. TAMUCC
7:30 p.m.

-

at IPFWU
6 p.m.

-

-

-

-

vs. IPFWU
7 p.m.

-

vs. TAMUCC
2 p.m.

-

-

-

-

SHS & Southern at
TAMUCC 9 a.m., 2 p.m.

-

-

-

-

Men’s
basketball
Women’s
basketball
Men’s
tennis
Women’s
tennis

-

at TAMUCC
3 p.m.

sports
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Men’s golf team set to open season
Broncs prepare for spring opener in Mississippi; shortened roster means every athlete will travel

UTPA men’s golf swings into
action next week when the Broncs
travel to Hattiesburg, Miss. to
compete at the Sam H. Hall
Intercollegiate hosted by Southern
Mississippi University.
The tournament will be the
Broncs’ first outing since their
season-best sixth place finish at
the Squire Creek Invitational at
Louisiana Tech Nov. 21-22,
2003., The tourney will also be
the first time this season that
Head Coach Mark Gaynor has not
had to choose the five competitors
who will travel to the
competition.
Senior James Aleman, who
helped the Broncs to a ninth place
finish at the MacDonald Cup by
finishing 64th individually in the
competition, graduated after
completing the fall term, leaving
the total number of Bronc golfers
at five, the maximum number of

BASEBALL

athletes permitted to competed for
a team at the collegiate level.
Gaynor feels that because his
athletes won’t have to worry
about not being able to participate
in the event, they can concentrate
on playing their best.
“I expect everyone to play
well, because they all know they
have to play,” he said.
Unfortunately for Gaynor,
there will be no one to turn to in
case an athlete or two goes down
because of injury.
But the spring schedule, despite
having one more scheduled
competition than fall, has fewer
back-to-back weekend
tournaments, and should allow
players a good chance to
recuperate between events.
But the shortened roster had
little to do with how Gaynor
compiled his spring schedule.
“Basically I’m just trying to
get the best schedule possible,” he
said. “We’re playing a pretty solid
schedule. It’s not the elite, but if

we do well we should be able to
be invited to the NCAA
tournaments.”
Opening spring
competition, the Broncs have
four juniors and a lone
freshman on the roster.
Craig Berger, who played
his first college round of golf
for the Broncs last semester
after relocating from the
Alberta, Canada, will be the
youngest player on the UTPA
squad, but Gaynor maintains
that he expects the same level
of performance from every
athlete, regardless of
classification.
“Once you play your first
college round of golf, you’re
no longer a freshman,” Gaynor
said. “After that point I don’t use
the ‘Freshman Excuse’.”
Last semester, host Southern
Miss finished ahead of UTPA at
both the Carolina First
Intercollegiate and the 2002
Crown Classic, but Gaynor hopes

continued from page 16

UTPA was originally scheduled to play
the Cards last weekend, but the games
were rescheduled to be played during the
week. Gawlik didn't attribute the team's
performance to the extra off-days or a
change in scheduling.
"There was no effect from days off at
all. The bottom line is we have to come
out and play consistent and we weren't
consistent and just didn't play good
defense," he said. "We’ve got to come
back and regroup. We have to make a
couple of changes defensively to solidify
us and maybe a couple of offensive
changes because we didn't really do that
well in this game. Really, it's the only
game so far this season that we've been
shut down."
On Monday, the Broncs opened up the
three-game series against LU by playing a
doubleheader. UTPA cranked out 10 runs

off 18 hits, but the Cards managed to
score 16 on 16 hits to defeat the Broncs in
an authentic slugfest 16-10.
Pan Am salvaged the nightcap by edging
out LU 3-2, before 325 fans who were
treated to 18 innings of baseball during
which 31 runs cross the plate and 47 hits
were fired around the ballpark over the
course of the doubleheader.
"We got some key hits, got great
pitching and we played great defense and
didn't make any errors last night [Monday]
and there's the difference," said Gawlik
regarding his team’s Feb. 10 twin-bill
performance.
The Broncs will travel to Round Rock,
Texas this Friday to participate in the
Express College Classic. Pan Am will
face California on Feb. 14, Nebraska on
Feb. 15 and wrap up the tournament
against Southwest Texas State on Feb. 16.

UTPA BASEBALL STATS
UTPA vs. LAMAR UNIVERSITY
Feb. 11
LAMAR
110010303 - 9 9 3
(5-1)
UTPA
000010001 - 2 4 4
(4-2)
Pitchers: LAMAR - W DELAGE; C COY (5); K
SMILEY (9). UTPA - A GUERRA; J GIBSON (7);
R MARTINEZ (9); J DUHON (9).
Win - C COY (1-0) Loss - A GUERRA (1-1)
Time - 3:01 Attendance - 233

UTPA
0 1 1 0 0 1 7 0 0 - 10 18 1
(3-1)
Pitchers: LAMAR - J GRAY; M MELANCON
(6);
S DIAZ (8); K SMILEY (8).
UTPA - T PARKER; L ALAMIA (4); R MARTINEZ (8).
Win - J GRAY (2-0) Loss - T PARKER (1-1)
Time - 3:30 Attendance - Not Reported
HR UTPA - M GARZA, M SISK
UTPA Baseball Team Leaders

Feb. 10 Game 2 (DH)
LAMAR
000011000 - 2 6 3
(4-1)
UTPA
001010001 - 3 7 0
(4-1)
Pitchers: LAMAR - K STUTES; T RINANDO
(5).
UTPA - T SORDEN; B DIORIO (7).
Win - B DIORIO (2-0) Loss - T RINANDO (1-1)
Time - 2:55 Attendance - 325
HR LAMAR - D TILLEY
Feb. 10 Game 1 (DH)
LAMAR
4 3 0 5 4 0 0 0 0 - 16 16 1

(4-0)

Batting
G
Jerome McCoy 6
T.J. Gilmer
4
Tony Ortiz
6
Marco Garza 6
Matt Sisk
6

AB
15
14
24
26
20

Pitching
Ben Diorio
Aaron Guerra
Tommy Sorden

W-L ERA SV
2-0 1.17 0
1-1 1.46 0
0-0 1.86 0

G
2
2
2

H
10
6
9
9
6

R HR RBI
7 0
4
3 0
4
4 0
2
5 1
7
4 1
5
SO
6
5
5

AVG
.667
.429
.375
.346
.300

BB IP
2 7.2
4 12.1
8 9.2

that the chemistry of his squad
this semester will help the Broncs
to stronger finishes throughout

“

I expect everyone
to play well,
because they all
know they have to
play.
- Mark Gaynor,
UTPA head golf coach

“

By BRIAN CARR
The Pan American

the course of the season.
“At any given time, any one
of my guys could beat each
other,” Gaynor said. “But no one
on the team is caught up on who
does the best, they just all want to
do well as a team.”
In addition to having a strong

squad and a solid schedule this
semester, Gaynor also plans to
send a number of his athletes to
the National Minority
Championship, which will be
held in early May and marks the
end of the spring schedule.
Having won the event last
season, the Broncs will enter
the competition as defending
champions.
Rudy Celedon and Ben
Piper, who will return to the
NMC as juniors, both placed in
the top 10 at the event last year
and are expected to perform
strongly again this year. But
Gaynor understands that it will
not be easy for his team to
maintain its reign as the NMC
victors.
“It’s always fun to go back to
an event as the defending
champion,” Gaynor said. “It’s
tough for any school to say that
they are the defending champion
of a tournament, and it will be
hard work to defend the title.”

TAMUCC downs
Lady Broncs 66-54

Alex Gravel captures all-time scoring crown as
Lady Broncs fall to TAMUCC
By ED CHRNKO
The Pan American
Records were meant to
be broken and that’s just
what senior guard Alex
Gravel did when she
scored a game-high 19
points to become The
University of Texas-Pan
American women’s
basketball team all time
scoring leader Feb. 8.
Despite the fact that the
Lady Broncs lost their
19th game of the season, a
66-54 loss to rival Texas
A&M-Corpus Christi,
Gravel has something to
cheer about.
Gravel surpassed former
career scoring leader
Becky Dube with just 27
seconds left to play in the
game when she connected
on a three-pointer giving
her 1,141 points, just
enough to secure first
place on the all time list.
The previous recordholder, Dube, scored 1,140
career points during the
1984-86 seasons.
The Chicoutimi, Quebec
native has led the orangeand-green in scoring in
five of the last six game,
but UTPA has lost four of

those six.
On Jan. 28, the
Canadian-born guard
scored a season-high 26
points in a 72-68 loss to
Oral Roberts and has
scored 20 or more points
in four contests this
season.
But despite Gravel’s
record breaking
performance, once again
Pan Am failed to go the
distance as the Lady
Broncs relinquished a
nine-point second half
lead with just under eleven
minutes to play.
UTPA Interim Head
Coach Tracy Anderson
explained that 29
turnovers were a big factor
in the loss to TAMUCC.
In comparison, the
Islanders only turned the
ball over on 15 occasions
and the discrepancy may
have cost the Lady Broncs
the game.
Senior forward Naima
Williams contributed 13
points in the contest, and
despite the loss there is
still a silver lining on the
cloud hanging over Pan
Am’s head.
Aside from Gravel
breaking the old career

scoring record, Williams
also has closed in on her
teammate and the two
could wind up dueling for
the record in the final five
games of 2003.
The Houston native is a
mere 27 points away from
taking over second place
on the all-time scoring
list, which could put
Gravel and Williams in a
heated, yet friendly,
contest to see who gets
dibs on UTPA’s all-time
scoring record.
UTPA has five games
remaining and the GravelWilliams race could make
it for an interesting end to
a dismal season for the
Lady Broncs.
Pan Am has strung
together a four-game
losing streak and has lost
six of its last eight
contests. The orange-andgreen will try and change
its luck when the Lady
Broncs visit IndianaPurdue-Fort Wayne on
Feb. 13.
The Lady Broncs close
out their season with a
four-game homestand at
the Fieldhouse starting
with a rematch against
IPFW on Feb. 18 at 7 p.m.

February 13, 2003

THE PAN AMERICAN

Students bring machines to life
By DULCE GONZALEZ
The Pan American
A robot will soon become part of The
University of Texas-Pan American
electrical engineering department.
For the first time the university’s
student chapter of the Institute of
Electrical and Electronic Engineers
decided to participate in a contest that
requires the building of a robot. The idea
was first presented to IEEE chapter
president Antonio Nicanor, who later
discussed competition with the
organization’s members. Juan Piñón,
senior electrical engineer major, said that
building the robot has become one of the
organization’s most pressing projects.
“He [Nicanor] set goals for the chapter
and building the robot was one of the
biggest goals we had for the year,” said
Piñón.
Getting organized for the project was a
definite challenge for the IEEE chapter
members. Most experienced members
graduated recently, including previous
officers. This year’s new officers were
faced with having to recruit members
who were interested in building a robot.
“When we started we had no idea what
to do,” said Piñón. “We were all new to
this because last year’s officers had
graduated.”
Not only did the students need more
members, but also needed an adviser.
Mounir Ben Ghalia, head of the robotics
lab, decided to take on this project with
the students. As a professor he saw the
importance of this project.
“This is a project where students learn
to take charge,” said Ben Ghalia. “As
future engineers they gain a lot of
experience.”
The idea of the
contest is to build a
robot that can follow
a certain path in the
least amount of time.
The robot must
follow a path
designated by a black
line on the ground.
The path may be
completed through
several different
directional routes,
and there are clues,
in black symbols
placed on the ground
throughout the
course, to enable the
robot to use its
sensors to identify
them in order to
choose the best
route.
Not only is the
robot responsible for
completing the
course in the shortest
time possible, but
must also be able to
overcome obstacles
placed on the course.
The robot will need
to be able to
successfully roll over
ramps, for example.
“The robot should have enough traction
force in order to go over the obstacles
and not deviate from its course,” said Ben
Ghalia.
In order to complete the robot members
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students $1500, Wal-Mart has donated
$500, and the university’s electrical
engineering department has given $400 to
the robot’s electronic boards.
of the IEEE divided themselves up in
this project. Currently, the team is
In order to have the robot ready on
groups.
sending donation proposals to Xerox and
time for the IEEE Region 5 Robotics
Microsoft.
BUILDING
Aside from
THE ROBOT
donations the
The robot the
IEEE robotics
students have
team has
been working on
depended on
consists of
fundraisers. This
different
semester alone
components, or
the team has
modules, which
already had three
are combined to
taco sales and is
make the robot.
planning a
The drive module
chicken plate
consists of the
sale. In order to
wheels and the
get donations for
motors that
their fundraisers
operate and drive
the students have
the robot. The
sent proposals to
sensor modules
Wal-Mart and
are literally the
Sam’s Club. The
eyes of the robot.
companies then
They help the
give the team
robot identify the
some of the
clues that are
materials (i.e.
available on the
food) that they
course. The
need for each
power module is
fundraiser.
responsible for
Anything else
ensuring transfer
they need the
of energy to the
team must
motors and all the
purchase
electronic
themselves.
circuitry of the
“[After the
robot.
donations] we
One of the
Special to The Pan American shop around and
most important
try to find good
TEAMWORK—
Students
in
the
UTPA
Institute
of
Electrical
and
Electronic
Engineers
(pictured
modules is the
prices,” said
below) work to create a robot (pictured top) capable of following a path and avoiding obstacles.
microprocessor
Piñón.

IEEE chapter working on robot

Contest on April 14 the
engineering students
meet once a week. The
whole group meets on
Saturdays in the
robotics lab. Piñón
mentioned that when
they meet on the
weekends they are
ready to put in a full
day’s work in the
building process.
“We are here in the
robotics lab all day
with only a couple of
breaks here and there,”
said Piñón.
Time is one thing,
but there are other
factors that will impact
the bog project.
Building a robot not
only takes effort. It
also takes money.

module, which is the brain of the robot. It
receives the sensory data, interprets it,
and finally sends to the drive module
proper control signals. Finally, the
chassis is the main body of the robot. It
is made of layers of Plexiglas and houses

FUNDING
In order to
participate in the
contest the robotics
team must be able to
cover certain expenses.
The money obtained by
the team will cover the
purchase of parts for
the robot, the team’s contest registration
fee, the team’s transportation cost, and
the lodging costs.
Certain companies and institutions have
already donated money to the team. For
instance, Lockheed Martin has given the

EXPECTATIONS
The robotics team hopes to have
accomplished building a working robot
by the time of the contest. Gabriel
Rodriguez, senior electrical engineer,
mentioned that the building process has
consisted of three phases. The first phase
involves developing a working prototype,
the second phase consists of
troubleshooting and debugging of the
robot, and the final phase is the finished
product.
“By the end of this month we should
have a robot that works,” said Rodriguez.
The students working on this project
expect to show that building a robot is
possible no matter what the outcome in
April might be. Piñón commented that
regardless of how they place in the
competition they would be proud of their
work.
“It is a big accomplishment for us
because it is the first time we try this,”
said Piñón.
The IEEE robotics team and their
adviser hope to motivate other students to
take on future projects like this one. They
think that their example will help the
undergraduate students who may take on
this challenge next year.
“This year’s students will lay the
groundwork for next year and next year’s
students,” said Ben Ghalia.
In the meantime the robotics team can
only hope to be successful at this year’s
IEEE Region 5 Robotics Contest.
“Just being able to show everyone who
didn’t believe in us that we could is all
that matters,” said Piñón.
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Campus
VO I C E

Do increased terrorism
threat levels have an
impact on your daily life?
Ana Cortez
Spanish
Junior
Yes it does because you can’t feel very
safe in public places like the mall or at
schools.

Elena Arcos
Marketing
Junior
Yeah. I feel very uncertain about the
situation because if something happens
its going to affect our lives and plans for
the future.

Jessica Macedo
Social Work
Sophomore
Yes. I work at a school and in this
work environment things have
changed since there is more security
with the school and children.

Kenny Ng
Graphic Design
Special Classification
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Homecoming court
awaits final tally
By ARIANNA VAZQUEZ
The Pan American

Bronc-O-Days are here, full with games,
parties, and of course the crowning of this
year’s homecoming court.
The United Student Organization Council
(USOC), and its members have brought the
homecoming tradition back to life after seven
years of dormant homecoming festivities.
Vice president of USOC, Maria Garza, said
the organization is working to restore old
traditions at the University of Texas-Pan
American.
“We are the ones that organize
homecoming," Garza said. "We are planning to
bring back traditions and we have gotten a lot
of help from a lot of organizations.”
Mirella Rodriguez, a freshman psychology
major, said she thinks it is good bring back old
traditions because UTPA lacks the school spirit
found on other college campuses.
About 30 organizations have helped out in
the development of the event, which will
conclude Feb. 15 during the men's basketball
game against Texas A&M-Corpus Christi. The
homecoming court will be announced at
halftime, during which the crowning of
homecoming Bronc-O-king, Bronc-O-queen,
prince, princess, duke, and duchess will take
place.
The Bronc-O-Days started Monday, and
more than 500 votes have already been cast for
a number of homecoming court candidates.
Voting concludes at 3 p.m. today at the Quad
and the final tally is expected to surpass the
1,100 votes garnered during last fall’s Student
Government Association elections.
Several students have stopped by the voting
booth to support the candidates of their choice.
Eva Gonzales, a senior majoring in
communication disorders, said that she is voting
because the president of her association is
running for a spot in the homecoming court.
“Our president for the National Student
Speech Language Hearing Association is
running,” Gonzalez said. “I am here to support
my president.”
The homecoming candidates for the court

DEPLOYMENT

include eight males and 13 females from
various student organizations on campus.
Candidates for homecoming king include: Raul
Cabrera, Young Adult Catholic Ministry; Joshua
A. Ceaser, Delta Upsilon Fraternity; Omar J.
Garza, Tau Kappa Epsilon Fraternity; Leo
Longoria, Psychology Club; Rene Palomar,
Golden Key Honor Society; Tanis Padron,
Omega Delta Phi Fraternity; Carlos Rios,
Student Government Association; and Alan
Skinner, Phi Sigma Kappa Fraternity.
Bronc-O-Queen include: Adele Clinton,
Kappa Delta Chi Sorority; Ariana M. de la
Garza, Golden Key Honor Society; Erica Diaz,
Pre-Law Society; Lauren Esquivel, Young
Adult Catholic Ministry; Jessica Fierros,
Lambda Delta; Stacey Phillips, Tau Eta
Epsilon; Enedelia Rios, Association of Migrant
Students; Marleena Rodriguez, American Sign
Language Club; Lucero Salinas, National
Student Speech Language Hearing Assoc.;
Carmen Silva, Delta Zeta Sorority; Christa
Unsinn, Student Government Assoc.; Naima
Williams, Women's Basketball; Mary Zuviri,
Sigma Lambda Gamma Colony.
The candidates were nominated by their
organizations and Cabrera feels it is a great
experience to be recognized by other students.
He also added that events like these could help
UTPA encourage more spirit throughout its
student body.
“I think it is excellent, because the university
has been losing its spirit in the past years,” he
said. “Hopefully events like these can help it
come back.”
Zuviri feels that UTPA students should
support athletics and promote Bronc spirit
during homecoming week.
“UTPA is a commuter campus a lot of people
don't get involved in activities,” Zuviri said.
“Students need to get in the activities to explore
the different things Pan Am has to offer.”
Garza, said it is always good for students to
interact each other on campus, especially in
light UTPA’s 75th anniversary.
“As a candidate you have to promote
yourself as much as possible, get out there,
meet people, hang around, and just have fun
with it,” he said.

continued from page 1

It’s not up to us. We can’t do
anything about it. It is not our job to
take care of that matter.

Special to The Pan American

Lupita Weiner
Psychology
Graduate
Yes, because we live very close to the
border and terrorists can cross over the
bridge to the US.

needs to support the soldiers, because even
though they are well-trained and ready to do
their jobs, a soldier also needs support from
home to pull through trying times overseas
“Yes, they signed up, but little do they, [the
community], realize that because of them we
are free,” Sierra said. “We need everybody's
support.”
UTPA ROTC Capt. Tiburcio Macias,
assistant professor of military science, feels the
United States military is a well-equipped
fighting machine, ready and eager to do fulfill

MARCH TO
WAR —
(From left)
Spc. Robert
Hernandez,
1st Sgt. Noe
Martinez
and Sgt. 1st
Class Maria
Sanchez
hand vessels of earth
from the
McAllen War
Memorial
last Friday.

all orders.
“Everything we are doing as soldiers is in
support of our leadership,” Macias said. “Our
military services, especially the Army, are ready
for any kind of mission.”
As UTPA students head off in America’s
defense, most ask for little more than
recognition of the service they provide for their
fellow students.
“We want to be acknowledged for what we
are doing,” Olivares said. “We are doing it
because it is our duty.”
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REPORTERS
NEEDED
The Pan American is looking for sports and
arts and entertainment reporters to audition this semester for full-time and volunteer positions throughout the spring and
summer terms.

Sports

SPORTS CLIPBOARD
Argentina tops U.S.
Argentina defeated the U.S. National
Soccer Team last Saturday, 1-0, at
Miami's Orange Bowl. The 27,196 proArgentina crowd helped the South
American squad intimidate the young
U.S. side in the early going to post the
Argentines to an early lead when Luis
González scored the game's lone goal in
the ninth minute. Argentina wrapped up
its three-game U.S. tour with a perfect
3-0 record after defeating Honduras, 31, on Jan. 31 and Mexico, 1-0, on Feb.
4.

Monterrey downs
Morelos
For more information, contact sports editor
Brian Carr or A&E editor Ashley Brooks at
381-2546.
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Monterrey defeated Morelos, 1-0, this
past weekend on a Daniel Román penalty kick to win their fourth game of the
season and string together an undefeated
record (4-0-1) after 5 weeks of play and
continued to lead the Mexican Soccer
League with 13 points. The Chivas of
Guadalajara came back to defeat crosstown rival Tecos of the Autonomous
University of Guadalajara, 3-2, to claim
second place in the overall table after
accumulating 11 points. Mexican striker
Omar Bravo netted two goals to tie
chilean forward Sebastián "Chamagol"
González for the league goal-scoring
lead with 6 goals. Both Monterrey and
Guadalajara are currently undefeated in
the young Mexican Clausura season.

Dominican Republic
wins series
The Aguilas of Cibaeñas (Dominican
Republic) defeated the Indios of
Mayagüez (Puerto Rico), 7-3, in the
2003 Caribbean World Series Feb. 8th to
win its 14th regional title since they
began participating in the Latin
American World Series in 1970. The
Dominican Republic's representative has
won 10 of the last 20 championships.
Cibaeñas finished the series with a 6-1
record followed by Mayagüez with a
record of 5-2. The other teams that participated in the regional series were
Cañeros of Los Mochis (México) and
Criollos of Caguas (Puerto Rico).
Venezuela, who normally sends a representative to the championship, had to
pass on this year's series due to the
internal political turmoil that the country
is facing.

Hull hits 700
Brett Hull of the NHL's Detroit Red
Wings scored the 700th goal of his
career Monday night against the San
José Sharks to become the sixth man in
NHL history to reach the historic mark.
Hull is presently the only active player
in the NHL to have reached the 700goal plateau. The other five top goalscorers are Wayne Gretzky (894 goals),
Gordie Howe (801), Marcel Dionne
(731), Phil Esposito (717) and Mike
Gartner (708). They are all in the
Hockey Hall of Fame.

Ali defends titles
Boxing’s most famous daughter, Laila
Ali, will be featured as the main event
on Friday Night’s Fights. Ali will
defend her three world titles on ESPN2
against Mary Ann Almager (14-5, 9 KO)
in a 10-round Super Middleweight bout
at Louisville, Ky.

Williams closes on
record
Senior Naima Williams of UTPA’s
women’s basketball team needs 27
points to surpass Becky Dube (1,140)
and take over second place on the
women’s all time scoring list. Presently,
Williams has 1,113 points. On Feb. 8,
teammate Senior Alex Gravel became
the all time scoring leader with 1,141
points when she sank a three-pointer
with 27 seconds remaining in the Lady
Broncs’ 66-54 loss to TAMUCC.

Broncs win
The UTPA men’s basketball team won
its fourth-straight game by defeating
Savannah State, 76-62, Monday evening
at the Fieldhouse to improve to 9-17 on
the season. Senior forward Allen
Holcomb scored 18 points to lead the
team in scoring. Pan Am improved to
8-1 at home while SSU dropped to 2-21
with the loss. On Feb. 8, the orangeand-green racked up its second straight
100-point game by crushing Central
Baptist, 105-43. Pan Am will go up
against archrival TAMU-CC on Feb. 15
at the Fieldhouse at 7:30 p.m. Prior to
the game, the Office of Student
Development and United Student
Organization Council will present a
Bronc Block Party from 5-7 p.m. on the
UTPA Fieldhouse lawn.
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Institute offers help for ESL students
By ARIANNA VAZQUEZ
The Pan American
Has anyone ever wondered what the portable
in front of the Social and Behavioral Sciences
building is there for?
It is the main office of the English Language
Institute (ELI) where non-English speaking
students are able to take classes to learn or
improve their English skills.
“The majority of the people even those of us
that work in the university are not aware that
ELI is not part of the English department, but
instead it is English as a second language,” said
ELI director Norma I. Ramos.
The institute was founded in 1982 and since
then has offered intensive and semi-intensive
programs for all people 17 and older that have
completed high school or the equivalent.
The ELI mission is to provide students with
the necessary components to be able to learn
how to write and speak the English language
fluently.
There are two types of programs offered. The
intensive program, which runs eight weeks
from Monday to Thursday in the morning, is
for those international students who have no
problems attending morning classes. Then there
is the semi-intensive program that also runs
eight weeks, but is offered at night on Tuesdays
and Thursdays. It is an excellent option for
people who work or simply cannot study every
day out of the week. Saturday courses are also
available where the student attends four hours a
day, according to Dr. Rick Teter, a learning

specialist for the institute.
Students from all over the world have taken
advantage of this institute over the years
ranging from various countries like Mexico,
Brazil, Italy, Korea, Japan, Poland, and Taiwan.
With its two locations, the other located in the
City of Hidalgo; the program takes about 800
students per session, which lasts eight weeks.
Ramos said that normally the average student
enrollment per semester is 500 students in
Hidalgo and 300 students on campus. She
added that the numbers vary each session and
sometimes they have had over 1,000 students
enrolled in one session.
“We are able to offer our students flexible
schedules to meet their needs especially if they
work during the day,” Ramos said. “We are
able to assist students with whatever they need
because it is very difficult for a student to find
an ESL program as intensive as ours that will
allow students to study [only the English
language] six hours, four days a week.”
Recruitment is done by administrators and
faculty of ELI all over Mexico, in cities like
Mexico City, Monterrey, Guadalajara, and
Reynosa. For other countries, the web site is
what captures the students’ attention, though
word of mouth is the number one method of
recruitment, according to Ramos.
“Usually the students we get know about our
program word of mouth, through a friend or a
relative that has attended our institute," Ramos
commented.
With 40 instructors teaching the various six
levels of the program which range from

UTPA garners $20K
federal grant
By DULCE GONZALEZ
The Pan American

Help for local under-served rural areas is
on the way from the United States federal
government.
The United States Department of
Agriculture has given the University of
Texas- Pan American a $20,000 grant in an
effort to better serve rural communities of
the Rio Grande Valley.
Since 1998, UTPA, along with seven
other institutions of higher education, have
been chosen as National Centers of
Excellence (NCE). Being an NCE affords
select universities the opportunity to help
train citizens in a variety of job skills. The
USDA selects NCE’s according to their
location, and UTPA was chosen as an NCE
because the university is located near
empowerment zones.
Empowerment zones, also known as
under-served rural areas, are identified by
the USDA according to the communities’
need for technical and job related
assistance. Part of the NCE program also
requires selected institutions to provide the
communities with leadership training skills
as well as business development assistance
to entrepreneurs.
Sukhjit Sethi, associate executive
director of the office of center operations
and community services, said that as an
NCE, UTPA is responsible for providing
Valley citizens with important job skills.
“Our job is to provide technical
assistance in the rural communities in the
Rio Grande Valley empowerment zones,”
Sethi said.

Not all of the RGV is categorized as an
empowerment zone by the USDA. In
Cameron County, only Port Isabel is
considered an empowerment zone needing
assistance. In Willacy county, only
Sebastian is an empowerment zone. In
Starr county, only a portion of Rio Grande
City is categorized as an under-served rural
area. Hidalgo County contains three cities
identified as rural under-served areas,
including Edcouch, La Villa, and Monte
Alto.
In order to improve the assistance given
to each of the local empowerment zones,
UTPA established a community network
called EmpowerNET. The $20,000 grant,
along with previous grants awarded to
UTPA, will help fund this community
network. EmpowerNET allows residents to
gain training in to be used in the fast-paced
technical world. Through the funding
received for the EmpowerNET, UTPA has
helped provide access to computers to
residents who live in these rural areas.
According to Sethi, the EmpowerNET
program has helped more than 1,668
people receive training in basic computer
use. Citizens in this program learn basic
skills such using the Internet as a tool and
word processing skills. Helping so many
people makes Sethi proud to see the
program working at its best.
“It gives me a great pleasure to see the
smiles on the faces of people who have
undergone computer training provided by
us,” Sethi said. “It [NCE program] brings a
good name to our university and it also
helps spread our name and has put us on
the map.”

beginner to advanced, the program is wellequipped to help all of those students in special
circumstances, as stated by Ramos.
The faculty at the institute is well-educated
and most of them have masters in ESL. They
are experienced and have taught in other areas
of the world, bringing their knowledge to the
Valley, Ramos said.
“We are very proud to have excellent
teachers that have been with the program for 15
years or longer,” Ramos said. “They have
brought a wealth of language.”
A student might take as long as a year to
learn and be fluent in English. A placement test
is given at the beginning of every session to
help determine the level, where the student
should be located. At the completion of the
session when the student has learned all the
skills needed in to know English, the TOEFL is
taken.
TOEFL or the Test of English as a Foreign
Language, is required for admittance by most
universities. After passing the TOEFL the
student can apply to the university of their
choice. According to Ramos, the majority of
ELI students will stay until they are fluent in
English and take the TOEFL to start their
studies at UTPA.
“I call it a feeder program to academics
because I will say at least 30 percent of the
international students from the university have
gone through the ELI program,” Ramos said.
However, a lot of students in the institute
have already obtained a university degree or
higher. As Ramos pointed out, many careers

signal a demand for English skills, so students
recognize the need to attend and learn the
language.
“A lot of students leave their marriages, jobs,
or school on hold until they have learned the
language, because it is needed,” Ramos stated.
ELI is a program where people will get to
learn and practice their English skills in class.
The vast majority of the students do come from
Mexico; therefore it is a class requirement that
everybody speaks English, according to Teter.
Having other international students who speak
different languages helps because that way
everybody has to speak English to understand
one another. English becomes the common
denominator.
“A class where they all speak Spanish is a
very hard class for instructors because students
do not have the desired impetus to go ahead
and use their English,” Teter said. “But if you
have somebody from Korea or Taiwan then you
won't speak Spanish.”
Teter also mentioned that as a teacher of ELI
he gets the greatest satisfaction knowing he
helped students reach their academic goals, and
that he likes to see his former students go off to
the university and graduate.
“We had a small part of that somewhere in
the beginning that got them in, and now they
have gone a long way of becoming what they
want to be,” Teter said. “I am glad I was a
small part of that, and I think all of the
instructors here feel the same way. It is
rewarding for all of us teachers to be a small
part of their success.”
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Blending music, politics
By BELINDA REYES
The Pan American
A unique course featuring music operas in a
political context has been offered at UTPA since the
early 1980s. The course came about from political
science professor, Dr. John Bokina’s passion for
both politics and operas.
Bokina said while he studied abroad in college,
he went to Germany quite often. Being a student
enabled him to attend operas for a very low price
and he took advantage of the opportunity.
“ I studied abroad in Germany for six months,
and students were given the opportunity to go see
operas for a $1.50,” Bokina said. “I went six to
seven nights a week.”
Bokina’s love for the opera also developed when
he took a variety of classes in college.
“I was a political science major and I took music
courses in college. I really enjoyed them.”
When Bokina came to UTPA 21 years ago, he
knew the two subjects could be tied in together. He
wanted to teach a course where students could
evaluate an opera in a political aspect. In 1997, he
published “Opera in Politics.”
“What impressed me was, in political
dimensions, there wasn’t much available [in music]
from a political perspective.” Bokina said.
“Through this course I am trying to expose students
to another form of art that they are not used to.”
Dr. Jerry Polinard, chair of the political science
department, also teaches a unique aspect of politics
in his course, The Political Film. Students are
taught to identify political basis in each film they
study.
“I think the opera course is a wonderful way to
introduce our students to opera, as well as showing
the political aspects.” Polinard said. “To my
knowledge, Bokina’s book on opera and politics is

the only one of its kind.”
Bokina said he teaches other special topics,
“Political Theory” and “Political Philosophy,” that
correlate with the political opera course. The
course is taught at least every three years, and fills
up every time it is offered.
“[Students] seem to like it, the class evaluations
are astronomical,” Bokina said. “I [always]
have to turn away students. The class’s
popularity is mainly due to reputation by word of
mouth.”
“Opera and Politics” attracts mainly political
science majors, the majority of whom have never
seen an opera. Bokina said he teaches the course
with the assumption that students know nothing
about the subject. He covers three operas of three
different composers. Most students who take the
elective usually know nothing on the subject of
opera and later become fans of it, Bokina added.
“I used to rotate composers, but in the past few
years I have hit on the same three composers.”
The selected composers Bokina uses are Claudio
Montoverde [1600’s], Mozart [1770’s], and Wagner
[late 19th century].
“I settled in them to get the beginning, middle
and more recent time frame influence.”
Two major objectives that Bokina wants to get
across for the course are to teach students
an unfamiliar art form in a political oriented way
and to show them how to get political ideas when
watching an opera.
Bokina fears that students may be hesitant in
taking the class, because it sounds “weird.”
“Don’t fear [the course], even if you know
nothing about operas,” Bokina said. “We have a lot
of fun.”
In the end of the semester, Bokina will take the
class to see a performance in Houston at the
Houston Grand Opera.

Gabriel O. Hernandez/The Pan American

Free-Throw
Vanessa Sarinana steps up and takes a shot for a prize in the Big Hoop Contest held
Tuesday at the Quad. Intramural Recreational Sports sponsored the event as part of BroncO-Days festivities held this week.
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MEETS

HOLLYWOOD

Chicago’s notorious past becomes plot for latest
Broadway musical turned film adaptation
By AARON LOZANO
The Pan American
Chicago, it’s a city
where jazz and liquor are
alibis for murder and
killing your hubby can
prolong your 15 minutes of
fame to about an hour and
53 minutes. It’s also the
perfect setting for
contagious lyrics, robust
dance, and hypnotizing
sass.
“Chicago,” the long
awaited film version of the
incredibly successful

Broadway hit, includes
everything from the roaring
‘20s corruption, fame, and
electric attitude that
provide the ideal
combination for its sexy,
dark, humorous success.
The stunning cast surpasses
their cinematic acting
abilities and takes on a
more challenging tango,
transforming theatre into
screen and managing to
balance both.
Young, starry-eyed and
ambitious Roxi Hart (Rene
Zellweger) stumbles upon
an unfortunate situation
when she murders her
lover. Silver-tongued
lawyer Billy Flynn
(Richard Gere) insists Hart
was influenced by jazz and
liquor and through media
manipulation and a little
razzle-dazzle, Flynn turns
the situation upside down.
Hart finds herself in the
middle of media frenzy,
using her jail time as a
public relations stunt to
land herself out of death
row and back on the stage.

Catherine Zeta-Jones and
Queen Latifah also star in
the film, as Velma Kelly
and Mama Morton. They
comprise a cast whose
abilities prove far beyond
acting. You can expect
Gere in a tap dancing
routine and Zeta-Jones
revealing her dark side on
screen with strong, sexy,
saucy songs.
Probably the most
impressive aspect of the
movie is the way director
Rob Marshall transforms
the staged musical into a
feature film. It’s easy to
lose yourself in the film
and think you are not at the
cinema, but actually at a
stage theatre. The lighting
and choreography is very
similar to something you
would see on stage.
Compared to 2001’s,
“Moulin Rouge,”
“Chicago” is cleaner and
softer to the eye.The effects
are kept simple but remain
very colorful, creating a
movie that will satisfy any
moviegoer’s expectations.

‘CHICAGO’
Starring: Renee
Zellweger, Catherine
Zeta-Jones, Richard
Gere, Queen Latifah,
John C. Reilly, Christine
Baranski, Lucy Liu
Director: Rob Marshall
MPAA rating: PG-13, for
sexual content and
dialogue, violence and
thematic elements..
Running time: 113
minutes
Reviewer’s Rating:
out of 5 stars

Movie
Listings
The University
Program Board’s
Movie/Media
Committee has
released its Spring
2003 feature film
schedule:

FEB. 14: ‘My
Big Fat Greek
Wedding’

FEB. 21: ‘Red
Dragon’

FEB. 28: ‘Frida’

MARCH 21:
‘Die Another
Day’

MARCH
28: ‘Harry
Potter and the
Chamber of
Secrets’

APRIL 4: ‘The
Hot Chick’

APRIL 11:
‘Treasure
Planet’

APRIL 25:
‘Spirited Away’

MAY 2: ‘Catch
Me If You Can’
All films are shown
in the Student
Union Theater at 3
and 7 p.m.
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Around
Town
ALEGRIA 2002-2003
Feb. 14 at 7 p.m., 15-16 at
2 p.m., Feb. 21 at 7 p.m.,
22-23 at 2 p.m.
Place: UTPA Fine Arts
Auditorium
Event: The color, drama
and excitement of Mexico’s
dance and music are
brought to life by the UTPA
Folkloric Dance Company
Price: Tickets are $8 in
advance or $10 at the
door.
CajunFest 2003
Feb. 15
Place: Echo Hotel
Event: The annual
CajunFest, hosted by the
Edinburg Rotary Club, will
feature Louisiana Bayou
country fun, food and
music. Food booths will
feature foods such as
jambalaya and etouffee,
and music by River Rock
Band. An auction will also
be held to raise funds for
the club.
Phone: Ron Risica (956)
383-4372
Price: $50.
Miss McAllen Pageant
Feb. 15 at 7 p.m.
Place: McAllen
International Civic Center
Info: The annual Miss
McAllen Pageant features
25 Valley teenagers vying
for a $2,500 prize package
which includes a
scholarship, crystal crown,
embroidered sash and
flowers.
Phone: (956) 519-0543
Price: $5 general, $10 for
reserved seating.
Fiesta Edinburg
Feb. 22 from noon to 11
p.m.
Place: Edinburg Municipal
Park, Dolittle Road, south
from 107
Event: Live entertainment
will include Grupo Control
and La Costumbre, a
petting zoo, climbing wall
and food and beverage
booths.
Phone: (956) 383-4974

■ Oscar buzz. . . . . . . 8-9
■ Culture Club . . . . . . . 9
■ Movie review. . . . . . 10

STUDENTARTCORNER
‘I Am’ by Daniel Mendoza

‘Fly Away’ by Maribel Herrera

Here.
And here I sit
repressless.
“An emotional madman.” she says

She felt the warm wet sand underneath her toes,

In my world I don’t dance.
in my world there is no second chance.
You look at me...
Turn your face and snicker.

She imagined herself looking over large cities and small towns,

I have no reason
nor salvation for the end.

Her life of pain and the memories of love she once knew,

Oh!! Father tell me.
Is there an art to growing old?
I am afraid, I am afraid.
My mistakes are my own
and mine alone.
My addiction is mine
yes, mine alone
Here I am
Held together as old roses in a cemetary
Father...
Where did we lose?
Patient, Patient, Patient.
And the sun rises
you make your coffee
and we talk.
We try.

She gazed out into the ocean wishing she could just fly away
from here,

Large fields of grass and empty lots,
She started to pray hoping to leave it all behind,

She wanted to fly away.

‘Please God Hear My Prayers’
by Maribel Herrera
Please God hear my prayers,
Everything went wrong today,
I couldn’t seem to get out of bed,
I stared at my ceiling for hours,
Please God hear my prayers,

Having bad thoughts in my head again,
Please make them go away,
Please God hear my prayers,

And then it comes to me.
I will never be the man you are.

I see my reflection in the mirror,

I will never be a man.

I don’t seem to recognize myself,

Who is this person? A stranger?

Have I gone Mad?

I am need.
Across the valley’s sunset
I can see a sky of vermillion.
Here.
The same sky you thre me up to as a child.

Please God hear my prayers,

What am I doing here?
Who am I? What am I?

But, now I am weak and restless.
And you are only here for me
and you are nervous.
Nervous because you love me
and I love you.
But, why is it that we cannot find words for our affection?
It is because we bear the sorrow of lost love.
Lost...
It is 4:27 a.m.
My soul is dying.

In my head, In my head,
Everything’s cluttered in my head,
Please God hear my prayers,
Please God hear my prayers,
Please God hear my prayers.

Maribel Herrera is a junior art major.

Submissions are reprinted exactly as they are received, and
must include full name, classification and major.
Daniel Mendoza is a freshman English major

23rd ANNUAL
RASPBERRY
AWARDS
Worst Film: “The Adventures of Pluto Nash;”
“Crossroads;” “Pinocchio;” “Star Wars: Episode
II--Attack of the Clones;” “Swept Away”
Worst Actor: Roberto Benigni, “Pinocchio;”
Adriano Giannini, “Swept Away;” Eddie Murphy,
“The Adventures of Pluto Nash,” “I Spy” and
“Showtime;” Steven Seagal, “Half Past Dead;”
Adam Sandler, “Adam Sandler's Eight Crazy
Nights” and “Mr. Deeds”
Worst Actress: Angelina Jolie, “Life or
Something Like It;” Jennifer Lopez, “Enough”
and “Maid in Manhattan;” Madonna “Swept
Away;” Winona Ryder, “Mr. Deeds;” Britney
Spears, “Crossroads”
Worst Supporting Actor: Hayden
Christensen, “Star Wars: Episode II--Attack of
the Clones;” Tom Green, “Stealing Harvard;”
Freddie Prinze Jr., “Scooby-Doo;” Christopher
Walken, “The Country Bears;” Robin Williams,
“Death to Smoochy”
Worst Supporting Actress: Lara Flynn Boyle,
“Men In Black II;” Bo Derek, “Master of
Disguise;” Madonna, “Die Another Day;” Natalie
Portman, “Star Wars: Episode II--Attack of the
Clones;” Rebecca Romijn-Stamos, “Rollerball”
Most Flatulent Teen-Targeted Movie: “Adam
Sandler's Eight Crazy Nights;” “Crossroads;”
“Jackass: The Movie;” “Scooby-Doo;” “XXX”
Worst Screen Couple: Adriano Giannini and
Madonna, “Swept Away;” Roberto Benigni and
Nicoletta Braschi, “Pinocchio;” Hayden
Christensen and Natalie Portman, “Star Wars:
Episode II--Attack of the Clones;” Eddie Murphy
and either: Robert De Niro for “Showtime,”
Owen Wilson for “I Spy,” or, the cloned version
of himself for “The Adventures of Pluto Nash;”
Britney Spears and “Whatever-His-Name-Was”
(Anson Mount), “Crossroads”
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Oscar
Worthy
‘Chicago’ leads 75th Annual Academy Award
nominations with thirteen; ties record
By AARON LOZANO
The Pan American
The Academy Awards may take place in
Hollywood, but this year Oscar favors the
Windy City.
Dominating all other nominees with a
total of 13 Oscar nominations, “Chicago”
hit some high notes with The Academy of
Motion Pictures Arts and Sciences when
the Oscar nominations were made public
Tuesday.
“Chicago” ties for the all-time most
nominations with past hits, “Titanic” and
“All About Eve.”
Nominees for the movie include Renee
Zellweger, Catherine Zeta-Jones, Queen
Latifah ,John C. Reilley and director Rob
Marshall.
“If Renee Zellweger does not win, that
means the Oscars are rigged,” said Mark
Guerra, a theater major who was impressed
with Zellweger’s performance in the
Broadway musical turned film.
Richard Gere, a significant “Chicago”
cast member, will have to accompany the
Oscar-nominated cast as a spectator after
being left off the nomination roster.
“Richard Gere got snubbed, it takes a
whole lot of talent for an actor to sing,
dance and act at the same time, and he did
an amazing job just like the rest of the
cast,” Laura Sanchez, junior said, “I mean,
how hard is it for Jack Nicholson to play a
mean, bitter ugly old man? I want to see
someone else get nominated instead of him,
like Gere.”
After playing a jaded, widowed character
in the dark comedy ‘About Schmidt,’ this

year marks Nicholson’s 12th Oscar
Nomination.
Up against “Chicago” for Best Picture is
New York’s time piece, “Gangs of New
York.”
“What about ‘Crossroads?’” asked
Sanchez, mocking the teen film’s less-thanstellar reviews.

“

If Renee
Zellweger does
not win, that
means the Oscars
are rigged.
- Mark Guerra, theater major

Best Picture: “Chicago”, “Gangs of New York,”
“The Hours,” “The Lord of the Rings: The Two
Towers,” “The Pianist.”
Actor: Adrien Brody, “The Pianist;” Nicolas
Cage, “Adaptation;” Michael Caine, “The Quiet
American;” Daniel Day-Lewis, “Gangs of New
York;” Jack Nicholson, “About Schmidt.”
Actress: Salma Hayek, “Frida;” Nicole
Kidman, “The Hours;” Diane Lane, “Unfaithful;”
Julianne Moore, “Far from Heaven;” Renee
Zellweger, “Chicago.”

Supporting Actress: Kathy Bates, “About
Schmidt;” Julianne Moore, “The Hours;” Queen
Latifah, “Chicago;” Meryl Streep, “Adaptation;”
Catherine Zeta-Jones, “Chicago.”
Director: Rob Marshall, “Chicago;” Martin
Scorsese, “Gangs of New York;” Stephen
Daldry, “The Hours;” Roman Polanski, “The
Pianist;” Pedro Almodovar, “Talk to Her.”
Foreign Film: “El Crimen del Padre Amaro,”
Mexico; “Hero,” People's Republic of China;
“The Man Without a Past,” Finland; “Nowhere
in Africa,” Germany; ‘Zus & Zo,” The
Netherlands.

“Crossroads,” staring pop star Britney
Spears, will not be included in this year's
Oscar list, but it is up for a Worst Picture
Raspberry Award.
The Raspberry Awards, also knows as
Razzies, were released Monday, the night
before the Oscar nomination release, with
“Crossroads” and “Swept Away,” starring
Madonna, topping the list of bad movies
and actors.
The Oscars will air March 23 from the
Kodak Center in Los Angeles at 7:30 p.m.
on ABC. The Razzies will be announced
the following day.

February 13, 2003

OSCAR NOMINEES

Supporting Actor: Chris Cooper, “Adaptation;”
Ed Harris, “The Hours;” Paul Newman, “Road
to Perdition;” John C. Reilly, “Chicago;”
Christopher Walken, “Catch Me If You Can.”

“

February 13, 2003

Adapted Screenplay: Peter Hedges and Chris
Weitz and Paul Weitz, “About a Boy;” Charlie
Kaufman and Donald Kaufman, “Adaptation;”
Bill Condon, “Chicago;” David Hare, “The
Hours;” Ronald Harwood, “The Pianist.”
Original Screenplay: Todd Haynes, “Far From
Heaven;” Jay Cocks and Steve Zaillian and
Kenneth Lonergan, “Gangs of New York;” Nia
Vardalos, “My Big Fat Greek Wedding;” Pedro
Almodovar, “Talk to Her;” Carlos Cuaron and
Alfonso Cuaron, “Y Tu Mama Tambien.”
Animated Feature Film: “Ice Age,” “Lilo &
Stitch,” “Spirit: Stallion of the Cimarron,”
“Spirited Away,” “Treasure Planet.”
Art Direction: “Chicago,” “Frida,” “Gangs of
New York,” “The Lord of the Rings: The Two
Towers,” “Road to Perdition.”
Cinematography: “Chicago,” “Far From

Heaven,” “Gangs of New York,” “The Pianist,”
“Road to Perdition.”
Sound: “Chicago,” “Gangs of New York,” “The
Lord of the Rings: The Two Towers,” “Road to
Perdition,” “Spider-Man.”
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CULTURE CLUB
What students like to read, listen to and surf.

Sound Editing: “The Lord of the Rings: The
Two Towers,” “Minority Report,” “Road to
Perdition.”
Original Score: “Catch Me If You Can,” John
Williams; “Far From Heaven,” Elmer Bernstein;
“Frida,” Elliot Goldenthal; “The Hours,” Philip
Glass; “Road to Perdition,” Thomas Newman.
Original Song: “Burn It Blue” from “Frida,”
Elliot Goldenthal and Julie Taymor; “Father and
Daughter” from “The Wild Thornberrys Movie,”
Paul Simon; “The Hands That Built America”
from “Gangs of New York,” Bono; “The Edge,”
Adam Clayton and Larry Mullen; “I Move On
from Chicago,” John Kander and Fred Ebb;
“Lose Yourself’ from 8 Mile, Eminem, Jeff Bass
and Luis Resto.
Costume: “Chicago,” “Frida,” “Gangs of New
York,” “The Hours,” “The Pianist.”
Documentary Feature: “Bowling for
Columbine,” “Daughter from Danang,”
“Prisoner of Paradise,” “Spellbound,” “Winged
Migration.”

Jorge Alberto Gonzalez
Sophomore
Manufacturing
Engineering
CD: “Ultra” by Depeche Mode
Movie: “La Vita e Bella”
Book: “El Amor en los Tiempos del Colera” by Gabriel
Garcia Marquez

Documentary (short subject): “The Collector
of Bedford Street,” “Mighty Times: The Legacy
of Rosa Parks,” “Twin Towers,” “Why Can't We
Be a Family Again?”
Film Editing: “Chicago,” “Gangs of New York,”
“The Hours,” “The Lord of the Rings: The Two
Towers,” “The Pianist.”
Makeup: “Frida,” “The Time Machine.”
Animated Short Film: “The Cathedral,” “The
ChubbChubbs!,” “Das Rad,” “Mike's New Car,”
“Mt. Head.”
Live Action Short Film: Fait D'Hive, “I'll Wait
for the Next One” (J'Attendrai Le Suivant),
“Inja” (Dog), Johnny Flynton, “This Charming
Man” (Der Er En Yndig Mand).
Visual Effects: “The Lord of the Rings: The
Two Towers,” “Spider-Man,” “Star Wars:
Episode II — Attack of the Clones.”

Juan Pablo Morales
Senior
Computer Science
CD: “Mellon Collie and the Infinite Sadness” by Smashing
Pumpkins
Movie: “Full Metal Jacket”
Book: “El Principito” by Antoine de Saint Exupery

Worst Director: Roberto Benigni, “Pinocchio;”
Tamra Davis, “Crossroads;” George Lucas,
“Star Wars: Episode II--Attack of the Clones;”
Guy Ritchie, “Swept Away;” Ron Underwood,
“The Adventures of Pluto Nash”
Worst Remake/Sequel: “I Spy;” “Mr. Deeds;”
“Pinocchio;” “Star Wars: Episode II--Attack of
the Clones;” “Swept Away”

Joel de la Rosa
Sophomore
Graphic Design

Worst Screenplay: “The Adventures of Pluto
Nash;” “Crossroads;” “Pinocchio;” “Star Wars:
Episode II--Attack of the Clones;” “Swept Away”
Worst Song: “Die Another Day,” “Die Another
Day;” “I'm Not a Girl, Not Yet a Woman,”
“Crossroads;” “Overprotected,” “Crossroads”

Cameron Diaz and Daniel Day-Lewis star in “Gangs of New York,” directed by Martin Scorsese.
The film was nominated for several Academy Awards, including one for Best Picture, Director
and Day-Lewis for Best Actor.

Richard Gere stars in “Chicago,” the Broadway musical turned movie. Although Gere was
denied an Oscar nod, the film is up for a total of 13 nominations, including Best Picture,
Director, Actress, and Costume Design.

CD: “Ten” by Pearl Jam
Movie: “Igby Goes Down”
Book: “The Celestine Prophecy: An Adventure” by
James Redfield

23rd ANNUAL
RASPBERRY
AWARDS
Worst Film: “The Adventures of Pluto Nash;”
“Crossroads;” “Pinocchio;” “Star Wars: Episode
II--Attack of the Clones;” “Swept Away”
Worst Actor: Roberto Benigni, “Pinocchio;”
Adriano Giannini, “Swept Away;” Eddie Murphy,
“The Adventures of Pluto Nash,” “I Spy” and
“Showtime;” Steven Seagal, “Half Past Dead;”
Adam Sandler, “Adam Sandler's Eight Crazy
Nights” and “Mr. Deeds”
Worst Actress: Angelina Jolie, “Life or
Something Like It;” Jennifer Lopez, “Enough”
and “Maid in Manhattan;” Madonna “Swept
Away;” Winona Ryder, “Mr. Deeds;” Britney
Spears, “Crossroads”
Worst Supporting Actor: Hayden
Christensen, “Star Wars: Episode II--Attack of
the Clones;” Tom Green, “Stealing Harvard;”
Freddie Prinze Jr., “Scooby-Doo;” Christopher
Walken, “The Country Bears;” Robin Williams,
“Death to Smoochy”
Worst Supporting Actress: Lara Flynn Boyle,
“Men In Black II;” Bo Derek, “Master of
Disguise;” Madonna, “Die Another Day;” Natalie
Portman, “Star Wars: Episode II--Attack of the
Clones;” Rebecca Romijn-Stamos, “Rollerball”
Most Flatulent Teen-Targeted Movie: “Adam
Sandler's Eight Crazy Nights;” “Crossroads;”
“Jackass: The Movie;” “Scooby-Doo;” “XXX”
Worst Screen Couple: Adriano Giannini and
Madonna, “Swept Away;” Roberto Benigni and
Nicoletta Braschi, “Pinocchio;” Hayden
Christensen and Natalie Portman, “Star Wars:
Episode II--Attack of the Clones;” Eddie Murphy
and either: Robert De Niro for “Showtime,”
Owen Wilson for “I Spy,” or, the cloned version
of himself for “The Adventures of Pluto Nash;”
Britney Spears and “Whatever-His-Name-Was”
(Anson Mount), “Crossroads”
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Oscar
Worthy
‘Chicago’ leads 75th Annual Academy Award
nominations with thirteen; ties record
By AARON LOZANO
The Pan American
The Academy Awards may take place in
Hollywood, but this year Oscar favors the
Windy City.
Dominating all other nominees with a
total of 13 Oscar nominations, “Chicago”
hit some high notes with The Academy of
Motion Pictures Arts and Sciences when
the Oscar nominations were made public
Tuesday.
“Chicago” ties for the all-time most
nominations with past hits, “Titanic” and
“All About Eve.”
Nominees for the movie include Renee
Zellweger, Catherine Zeta-Jones, Queen
Latifah ,John C. Reilley and director Rob
Marshall.
“If Renee Zellweger does not win, that
means the Oscars are rigged,” said Mark
Guerra, a theater major who was impressed
with Zellweger’s performance in the
Broadway musical turned film.
Richard Gere, a significant “Chicago”
cast member, will have to accompany the
Oscar-nominated cast as a spectator after
being left off the nomination roster.
“Richard Gere got snubbed, it takes a
whole lot of talent for an actor to sing,
dance and act at the same time, and he did
an amazing job just like the rest of the
cast,” Laura Sanchez, junior said, “I mean,
how hard is it for Jack Nicholson to play a
mean, bitter ugly old man? I want to see
someone else get nominated instead of him,
like Gere.”
After playing a jaded, widowed character
in the dark comedy ‘About Schmidt,’ this

year marks Nicholson’s 12th Oscar
Nomination.
Up against “Chicago” for Best Picture is
New York’s time piece, “Gangs of New
York.”
“What about ‘Crossroads?’” asked
Sanchez, mocking the teen film’s less-thanstellar reviews.

“

If Renee
Zellweger does
not win, that
means the Oscars
are rigged.
- Mark Guerra, theater major

Best Picture: “Chicago”, “Gangs of New York,”
“The Hours,” “The Lord of the Rings: The Two
Towers,” “The Pianist.”
Actor: Adrien Brody, “The Pianist;” Nicolas
Cage, “Adaptation;” Michael Caine, “The Quiet
American;” Daniel Day-Lewis, “Gangs of New
York;” Jack Nicholson, “About Schmidt.”
Actress: Salma Hayek, “Frida;” Nicole
Kidman, “The Hours;” Diane Lane, “Unfaithful;”
Julianne Moore, “Far from Heaven;” Renee
Zellweger, “Chicago.”

Supporting Actress: Kathy Bates, “About
Schmidt;” Julianne Moore, “The Hours;” Queen
Latifah, “Chicago;” Meryl Streep, “Adaptation;”
Catherine Zeta-Jones, “Chicago.”
Director: Rob Marshall, “Chicago;” Martin
Scorsese, “Gangs of New York;” Stephen
Daldry, “The Hours;” Roman Polanski, “The
Pianist;” Pedro Almodovar, “Talk to Her.”
Foreign Film: “El Crimen del Padre Amaro,”
Mexico; “Hero,” People's Republic of China;
“The Man Without a Past,” Finland; “Nowhere
in Africa,” Germany; ‘Zus & Zo,” The
Netherlands.

“Crossroads,” staring pop star Britney
Spears, will not be included in this year's
Oscar list, but it is up for a Worst Picture
Raspberry Award.
The Raspberry Awards, also knows as
Razzies, were released Monday, the night
before the Oscar nomination release, with
“Crossroads” and “Swept Away,” starring
Madonna, topping the list of bad movies
and actors.
The Oscars will air March 23 from the
Kodak Center in Los Angeles at 7:30 p.m.
on ABC. The Razzies will be announced
the following day.
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OSCAR NOMINEES

Supporting Actor: Chris Cooper, “Adaptation;”
Ed Harris, “The Hours;” Paul Newman, “Road
to Perdition;” John C. Reilly, “Chicago;”
Christopher Walken, “Catch Me If You Can.”

“
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Adapted Screenplay: Peter Hedges and Chris
Weitz and Paul Weitz, “About a Boy;” Charlie
Kaufman and Donald Kaufman, “Adaptation;”
Bill Condon, “Chicago;” David Hare, “The
Hours;” Ronald Harwood, “The Pianist.”
Original Screenplay: Todd Haynes, “Far From
Heaven;” Jay Cocks and Steve Zaillian and
Kenneth Lonergan, “Gangs of New York;” Nia
Vardalos, “My Big Fat Greek Wedding;” Pedro
Almodovar, “Talk to Her;” Carlos Cuaron and
Alfonso Cuaron, “Y Tu Mama Tambien.”
Animated Feature Film: “Ice Age,” “Lilo &
Stitch,” “Spirit: Stallion of the Cimarron,”
“Spirited Away,” “Treasure Planet.”
Art Direction: “Chicago,” “Frida,” “Gangs of
New York,” “The Lord of the Rings: The Two
Towers,” “Road to Perdition.”
Cinematography: “Chicago,” “Far From

Heaven,” “Gangs of New York,” “The Pianist,”
“Road to Perdition.”
Sound: “Chicago,” “Gangs of New York,” “The
Lord of the Rings: The Two Towers,” “Road to
Perdition,” “Spider-Man.”
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What students like to read, listen to and surf.

Sound Editing: “The Lord of the Rings: The
Two Towers,” “Minority Report,” “Road to
Perdition.”
Original Score: “Catch Me If You Can,” John
Williams; “Far From Heaven,” Elmer Bernstein;
“Frida,” Elliot Goldenthal; “The Hours,” Philip
Glass; “Road to Perdition,” Thomas Newman.
Original Song: “Burn It Blue” from “Frida,”
Elliot Goldenthal and Julie Taymor; “Father and
Daughter” from “The Wild Thornberrys Movie,”
Paul Simon; “The Hands That Built America”
from “Gangs of New York,” Bono; “The Edge,”
Adam Clayton and Larry Mullen; “I Move On
from Chicago,” John Kander and Fred Ebb;
“Lose Yourself’ from 8 Mile, Eminem, Jeff Bass
and Luis Resto.
Costume: “Chicago,” “Frida,” “Gangs of New
York,” “The Hours,” “The Pianist.”
Documentary Feature: “Bowling for
Columbine,” “Daughter from Danang,”
“Prisoner of Paradise,” “Spellbound,” “Winged
Migration.”

Jorge Alberto Gonzalez
Sophomore
Manufacturing
Engineering
CD: “Ultra” by Depeche Mode
Movie: “La Vita e Bella”
Book: “El Amor en los Tiempos del Colera” by Gabriel
Garcia Marquez

Documentary (short subject): “The Collector
of Bedford Street,” “Mighty Times: The Legacy
of Rosa Parks,” “Twin Towers,” “Why Can't We
Be a Family Again?”
Film Editing: “Chicago,” “Gangs of New York,”
“The Hours,” “The Lord of the Rings: The Two
Towers,” “The Pianist.”
Makeup: “Frida,” “The Time Machine.”
Animated Short Film: “The Cathedral,” “The
ChubbChubbs!,” “Das Rad,” “Mike's New Car,”
“Mt. Head.”
Live Action Short Film: Fait D'Hive, “I'll Wait
for the Next One” (J'Attendrai Le Suivant),
“Inja” (Dog), Johnny Flynton, “This Charming
Man” (Der Er En Yndig Mand).
Visual Effects: “The Lord of the Rings: The
Two Towers,” “Spider-Man,” “Star Wars:
Episode II — Attack of the Clones.”

Juan Pablo Morales
Senior
Computer Science
CD: “Mellon Collie and the Infinite Sadness” by Smashing
Pumpkins
Movie: “Full Metal Jacket”
Book: “El Principito” by Antoine de Saint Exupery

Worst Director: Roberto Benigni, “Pinocchio;”
Tamra Davis, “Crossroads;” George Lucas,
“Star Wars: Episode II--Attack of the Clones;”
Guy Ritchie, “Swept Away;” Ron Underwood,
“The Adventures of Pluto Nash”
Worst Remake/Sequel: “I Spy;” “Mr. Deeds;”
“Pinocchio;” “Star Wars: Episode II--Attack of
the Clones;” “Swept Away”

Joel de la Rosa
Sophomore
Graphic Design

Worst Screenplay: “The Adventures of Pluto
Nash;” “Crossroads;” “Pinocchio;” “Star Wars:
Episode II--Attack of the Clones;” “Swept Away”
Worst Song: “Die Another Day,” “Die Another
Day;” “I'm Not a Girl, Not Yet a Woman,”
“Crossroads;” “Overprotected,” “Crossroads”

Cameron Diaz and Daniel Day-Lewis star in “Gangs of New York,” directed by Martin Scorsese.
The film was nominated for several Academy Awards, including one for Best Picture, Director
and Day-Lewis for Best Actor.

Richard Gere stars in “Chicago,” the Broadway musical turned movie. Although Gere was
denied an Oscar nod, the film is up for a total of 13 nominations, including Best Picture,
Director, Actress, and Costume Design.

CD: “Ten” by Pearl Jam
Movie: “Igby Goes Down”
Book: “The Celestine Prophecy: An Adventure” by
James Redfield
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HOLLYWOOD

Chicago’s notorious past becomes plot for latest
Broadway musical turned film adaptation
By AARON LOZANO
The Pan American
Chicago, it’s a city
where jazz and liquor are
alibis for murder and
killing your hubby can
prolong your 15 minutes of
fame to about an hour and
53 minutes. It’s also the
perfect setting for
contagious lyrics, robust
dance, and hypnotizing
sass.
“Chicago,” the long
awaited film version of the
incredibly successful

Broadway hit, includes
everything from the roaring
‘20s corruption, fame, and
electric attitude that
provide the ideal
combination for its sexy,
dark, humorous success.
The stunning cast surpasses
their cinematic acting
abilities and takes on a
more challenging tango,
transforming theatre into
screen and managing to
balance both.
Young, starry-eyed and
ambitious Roxi Hart (Rene
Zellweger) stumbles upon
an unfortunate situation
when she murders her
lover. Silver-tongued
lawyer Billy Flynn
(Richard Gere) insists Hart
was influenced by jazz and
liquor and through media
manipulation and a little
razzle-dazzle, Flynn turns
the situation upside down.
Hart finds herself in the
middle of media frenzy,
using her jail time as a
public relations stunt to
land herself out of death
row and back on the stage.

Catherine Zeta-Jones and
Queen Latifah also star in
the film, as Velma Kelly
and Mama Morton. They
comprise a cast whose
abilities prove far beyond
acting. You can expect
Gere in a tap dancing
routine and Zeta-Jones
revealing her dark side on
screen with strong, sexy,
saucy songs.
Probably the most
impressive aspect of the
movie is the way director
Rob Marshall transforms
the staged musical into a
feature film. It’s easy to
lose yourself in the film
and think you are not at the
cinema, but actually at a
stage theatre. The lighting
and choreography is very
similar to something you
would see on stage.
Compared to 2001’s,
“Moulin Rouge,”
“Chicago” is cleaner and
softer to the eye.The effects
are kept simple but remain
very colorful, creating a
movie that will satisfy any
moviegoer’s expectations.

‘CHICAGO’
Starring: Renee
Zellweger, Catherine
Zeta-Jones, Richard
Gere, Queen Latifah,
John C. Reilly, Christine
Baranski, Lucy Liu
Director: Rob Marshall
MPAA rating: PG-13, for
sexual content and
dialogue, violence and
thematic elements..
Running time: 113
minutes
Reviewer’s Rating:
out of 5 stars

Movie
Listings
The University
Program Board’s
Movie/Media
Committee has
released its Spring
2003 feature film
schedule:

FEB. 14: ‘My
Big Fat Greek
Wedding’

FEB. 21: ‘Red
Dragon’

FEB. 28: ‘Frida’

MARCH 21:
‘Die Another
Day’

MARCH
28: ‘Harry
Potter and the
Chamber of
Secrets’

APRIL 4: ‘The
Hot Chick’

APRIL 11:
‘Treasure
Planet’

APRIL 25:
‘Spirited Away’

MAY 2: ‘Catch
Me If You Can’
All films are shown
in the Student
Union Theater at 3
and 7 p.m.
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Around
Town
ALEGRIA 2002-2003
Feb. 14 at 7 p.m., 15-16 at
2 p.m., Feb. 21 at 7 p.m.,
22-23 at 2 p.m.
Place: UTPA Fine Arts
Auditorium
Event: The color, drama
and excitement of Mexico’s
dance and music are
brought to life by the UTPA
Folkloric Dance Company
Price: Tickets are $8 in
advance or $10 at the
door.
CajunFest 2003
Feb. 15
Place: Echo Hotel
Event: The annual
CajunFest, hosted by the
Edinburg Rotary Club, will
feature Louisiana Bayou
country fun, food and
music. Food booths will
feature foods such as
jambalaya and etouffee,
and music by River Rock
Band. An auction will also
be held to raise funds for
the club.
Phone: Ron Risica (956)
383-4372
Price: $50.
Miss McAllen Pageant
Feb. 15 at 7 p.m.
Place: McAllen
International Civic Center
Info: The annual Miss
McAllen Pageant features
25 Valley teenagers vying
for a $2,500 prize package
which includes a
scholarship, crystal crown,
embroidered sash and
flowers.
Phone: (956) 519-0543
Price: $5 general, $10 for
reserved seating.
Fiesta Edinburg
Feb. 22 from noon to 11
p.m.
Place: Edinburg Municipal
Park, Dolittle Road, south
from 107
Event: Live entertainment
will include Grupo Control
and La Costumbre, a
petting zoo, climbing wall
and food and beverage
booths.
Phone: (956) 383-4974

■ Oscar buzz. . . . . . . 8-9
■ Culture Club . . . . . . . 9
■ Movie review. . . . . . 10

STUDENTARTCORNER
‘I Am’ by Daniel Mendoza

‘Fly Away’ by Maribel Herrera

Here.
And here I sit
repressless.
“An emotional madman.” she says

She felt the warm wet sand underneath her toes,

In my world I don’t dance.
in my world there is no second chance.
You look at me...
Turn your face and snicker.

She imagined herself looking over large cities and small towns,

I have no reason
nor salvation for the end.

Her life of pain and the memories of love she once knew,

Oh!! Father tell me.
Is there an art to growing old?
I am afraid, I am afraid.
My mistakes are my own
and mine alone.
My addiction is mine
yes, mine alone
Here I am
Held together as old roses in a cemetary
Father...
Where did we lose?
Patient, Patient, Patient.
And the sun rises
you make your coffee
and we talk.
We try.

She gazed out into the ocean wishing she could just fly away
from here,

Large fields of grass and empty lots,
She started to pray hoping to leave it all behind,

She wanted to fly away.

‘Please God Hear My Prayers’
by Maribel Herrera
Please God hear my prayers,
Everything went wrong today,
I couldn’t seem to get out of bed,
I stared at my ceiling for hours,
Please God hear my prayers,

Having bad thoughts in my head again,
Please make them go away,
Please God hear my prayers,

And then it comes to me.
I will never be the man you are.

I see my reflection in the mirror,

I will never be a man.

I don’t seem to recognize myself,

Who is this person? A stranger?

Have I gone Mad?

I am need.
Across the valley’s sunset
I can see a sky of vermillion.
Here.
The same sky you thre me up to as a child.

Please God hear my prayers,

What am I doing here?
Who am I? What am I?

But, now I am weak and restless.
And you are only here for me
and you are nervous.
Nervous because you love me
and I love you.
But, why is it that we cannot find words for our affection?
It is because we bear the sorrow of lost love.
Lost...
It is 4:27 a.m.
My soul is dying.

In my head, In my head,
Everything’s cluttered in my head,
Please God hear my prayers,
Please God hear my prayers,
Please God hear my prayers.

Maribel Herrera is a junior art major.

Submissions are reprinted exactly as they are received, and
must include full name, classification and major.
Daniel Mendoza is a freshman English major
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Blending music, politics
By BELINDA REYES
The Pan American
A unique course featuring music operas in a
political context has been offered at UTPA since the
early 1980s. The course came about from political
science professor, Dr. John Bokina’s passion for
both politics and operas.
Bokina said while he studied abroad in college,
he went to Germany quite often. Being a student
enabled him to attend operas for a very low price
and he took advantage of the opportunity.
“ I studied abroad in Germany for six months,
and students were given the opportunity to go see
operas for a $1.50,” Bokina said. “I went six to
seven nights a week.”
Bokina’s love for the opera also developed when
he took a variety of classes in college.
“I was a political science major and I took music
courses in college. I really enjoyed them.”
When Bokina came to UTPA 21 years ago, he
knew the two subjects could be tied in together. He
wanted to teach a course where students could
evaluate an opera in a political aspect. In 1997, he
published “Opera in Politics.”
“What impressed me was, in political
dimensions, there wasn’t much available [in music]
from a political perspective.” Bokina said.
“Through this course I am trying to expose students
to another form of art that they are not used to.”
Dr. Jerry Polinard, chair of the political science
department, also teaches a unique aspect of politics
in his course, The Political Film. Students are
taught to identify political basis in each film they
study.
“I think the opera course is a wonderful way to
introduce our students to opera, as well as showing
the political aspects.” Polinard said. “To my
knowledge, Bokina’s book on opera and politics is

the only one of its kind.”
Bokina said he teaches other special topics,
“Political Theory” and “Political Philosophy,” that
correlate with the political opera course. The
course is taught at least every three years, and fills
up every time it is offered.
“[Students] seem to like it, the class evaluations
are astronomical,” Bokina said. “I [always]
have to turn away students. The class’s
popularity is mainly due to reputation by word of
mouth.”
“Opera and Politics” attracts mainly political
science majors, the majority of whom have never
seen an opera. Bokina said he teaches the course
with the assumption that students know nothing
about the subject. He covers three operas of three
different composers. Most students who take the
elective usually know nothing on the subject of
opera and later become fans of it, Bokina added.
“I used to rotate composers, but in the past few
years I have hit on the same three composers.”
The selected composers Bokina uses are Claudio
Montoverde [1600’s], Mozart [1770’s], and Wagner
[late 19th century].
“I settled in them to get the beginning, middle
and more recent time frame influence.”
Two major objectives that Bokina wants to get
across for the course are to teach students
an unfamiliar art form in a political oriented way
and to show them how to get political ideas when
watching an opera.
Bokina fears that students may be hesitant in
taking the class, because it sounds “weird.”
“Don’t fear [the course], even if you know
nothing about operas,” Bokina said. “We have a lot
of fun.”
In the end of the semester, Bokina will take the
class to see a performance in Houston at the
Houston Grand Opera.

Gabriel O. Hernandez/The Pan American

Free-Throw
Vanessa Sarinana steps up and takes a shot for a prize in the Big Hoop Contest held
Tuesday at the Quad. Intramural Recreational Sports sponsored the event as part of BroncO-Days festivities held this week.
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Institute offers help for ESL students
By ARIANNA VAZQUEZ
The Pan American
Has anyone ever wondered what the portable
in front of the Social and Behavioral Sciences
building is there for?
It is the main office of the English Language
Institute (ELI) where non-English speaking
students are able to take classes to learn or
improve their English skills.
“The majority of the people even those of us
that work in the university are not aware that
ELI is not part of the English department, but
instead it is English as a second language,” said
ELI director Norma I. Ramos.
The institute was founded in 1982 and since
then has offered intensive and semi-intensive
programs for all people 17 and older that have
completed high school or the equivalent.
The ELI mission is to provide students with
the necessary components to be able to learn
how to write and speak the English language
fluently.
There are two types of programs offered. The
intensive program, which runs eight weeks
from Monday to Thursday in the morning, is
for those international students who have no
problems attending morning classes. Then there
is the semi-intensive program that also runs
eight weeks, but is offered at night on Tuesdays
and Thursdays. It is an excellent option for
people who work or simply cannot study every
day out of the week. Saturday courses are also
available where the student attends four hours a
day, according to Dr. Rick Teter, a learning

specialist for the institute.
Students from all over the world have taken
advantage of this institute over the years
ranging from various countries like Mexico,
Brazil, Italy, Korea, Japan, Poland, and Taiwan.
With its two locations, the other located in the
City of Hidalgo; the program takes about 800
students per session, which lasts eight weeks.
Ramos said that normally the average student
enrollment per semester is 500 students in
Hidalgo and 300 students on campus. She
added that the numbers vary each session and
sometimes they have had over 1,000 students
enrolled in one session.
“We are able to offer our students flexible
schedules to meet their needs especially if they
work during the day,” Ramos said. “We are
able to assist students with whatever they need
because it is very difficult for a student to find
an ESL program as intensive as ours that will
allow students to study [only the English
language] six hours, four days a week.”
Recruitment is done by administrators and
faculty of ELI all over Mexico, in cities like
Mexico City, Monterrey, Guadalajara, and
Reynosa. For other countries, the web site is
what captures the students’ attention, though
word of mouth is the number one method of
recruitment, according to Ramos.
“Usually the students we get know about our
program word of mouth, through a friend or a
relative that has attended our institute," Ramos
commented.
With 40 instructors teaching the various six
levels of the program which range from

UTPA garners $20K
federal grant
By DULCE GONZALEZ
The Pan American

Help for local under-served rural areas is
on the way from the United States federal
government.
The United States Department of
Agriculture has given the University of
Texas- Pan American a $20,000 grant in an
effort to better serve rural communities of
the Rio Grande Valley.
Since 1998, UTPA, along with seven
other institutions of higher education, have
been chosen as National Centers of
Excellence (NCE). Being an NCE affords
select universities the opportunity to help
train citizens in a variety of job skills. The
USDA selects NCE’s according to their
location, and UTPA was chosen as an NCE
because the university is located near
empowerment zones.
Empowerment zones, also known as
under-served rural areas, are identified by
the USDA according to the communities’
need for technical and job related
assistance. Part of the NCE program also
requires selected institutions to provide the
communities with leadership training skills
as well as business development assistance
to entrepreneurs.
Sukhjit Sethi, associate executive
director of the office of center operations
and community services, said that as an
NCE, UTPA is responsible for providing
Valley citizens with important job skills.
“Our job is to provide technical
assistance in the rural communities in the
Rio Grande Valley empowerment zones,”
Sethi said.

Not all of the RGV is categorized as an
empowerment zone by the USDA. In
Cameron County, only Port Isabel is
considered an empowerment zone needing
assistance. In Willacy county, only
Sebastian is an empowerment zone. In
Starr county, only a portion of Rio Grande
City is categorized as an under-served rural
area. Hidalgo County contains three cities
identified as rural under-served areas,
including Edcouch, La Villa, and Monte
Alto.
In order to improve the assistance given
to each of the local empowerment zones,
UTPA established a community network
called EmpowerNET. The $20,000 grant,
along with previous grants awarded to
UTPA, will help fund this community
network. EmpowerNET allows residents to
gain training in to be used in the fast-paced
technical world. Through the funding
received for the EmpowerNET, UTPA has
helped provide access to computers to
residents who live in these rural areas.
According to Sethi, the EmpowerNET
program has helped more than 1,668
people receive training in basic computer
use. Citizens in this program learn basic
skills such using the Internet as a tool and
word processing skills. Helping so many
people makes Sethi proud to see the
program working at its best.
“It gives me a great pleasure to see the
smiles on the faces of people who have
undergone computer training provided by
us,” Sethi said. “It [NCE program] brings a
good name to our university and it also
helps spread our name and has put us on
the map.”

beginner to advanced, the program is wellequipped to help all of those students in special
circumstances, as stated by Ramos.
The faculty at the institute is well-educated
and most of them have masters in ESL. They
are experienced and have taught in other areas
of the world, bringing their knowledge to the
Valley, Ramos said.
“We are very proud to have excellent
teachers that have been with the program for 15
years or longer,” Ramos said. “They have
brought a wealth of language.”
A student might take as long as a year to
learn and be fluent in English. A placement test
is given at the beginning of every session to
help determine the level, where the student
should be located. At the completion of the
session when the student has learned all the
skills needed in to know English, the TOEFL is
taken.
TOEFL or the Test of English as a Foreign
Language, is required for admittance by most
universities. After passing the TOEFL the
student can apply to the university of their
choice. According to Ramos, the majority of
ELI students will stay until they are fluent in
English and take the TOEFL to start their
studies at UTPA.
“I call it a feeder program to academics
because I will say at least 30 percent of the
international students from the university have
gone through the ELI program,” Ramos said.
However, a lot of students in the institute
have already obtained a university degree or
higher. As Ramos pointed out, many careers

signal a demand for English skills, so students
recognize the need to attend and learn the
language.
“A lot of students leave their marriages, jobs,
or school on hold until they have learned the
language, because it is needed,” Ramos stated.
ELI is a program where people will get to
learn and practice their English skills in class.
The vast majority of the students do come from
Mexico; therefore it is a class requirement that
everybody speaks English, according to Teter.
Having other international students who speak
different languages helps because that way
everybody has to speak English to understand
one another. English becomes the common
denominator.
“A class where they all speak Spanish is a
very hard class for instructors because students
do not have the desired impetus to go ahead
and use their English,” Teter said. “But if you
have somebody from Korea or Taiwan then you
won't speak Spanish.”
Teter also mentioned that as a teacher of ELI
he gets the greatest satisfaction knowing he
helped students reach their academic goals, and
that he likes to see his former students go off to
the university and graduate.
“We had a small part of that somewhere in
the beginning that got them in, and now they
have gone a long way of becoming what they
want to be,” Teter said. “I am glad I was a
small part of that, and I think all of the
instructors here feel the same way. It is
rewarding for all of us teachers to be a small
part of their success.”

THE PAN AMERICAN

February 13, 2003

Campus
VO I C E

Do increased terrorism
threat levels have an
impact on your daily life?
Ana Cortez
Spanish
Junior
Yes it does because you can’t feel very
safe in public places like the mall or at
schools.

Elena Arcos
Marketing
Junior
Yeah. I feel very uncertain about the
situation because if something happens
its going to affect our lives and plans for
the future.

Jessica Macedo
Social Work
Sophomore
Yes. I work at a school and in this
work environment things have
changed since there is more security
with the school and children.

Kenny Ng
Graphic Design
Special Classification
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Homecoming court
awaits final tally
By ARIANNA VAZQUEZ
The Pan American

Bronc-O-Days are here, full with games,
parties, and of course the crowning of this
year’s homecoming court.
The United Student Organization Council
(USOC), and its members have brought the
homecoming tradition back to life after seven
years of dormant homecoming festivities.
Vice president of USOC, Maria Garza, said
the organization is working to restore old
traditions at the University of Texas-Pan
American.
“We are the ones that organize
homecoming," Garza said. "We are planning to
bring back traditions and we have gotten a lot
of help from a lot of organizations.”
Mirella Rodriguez, a freshman psychology
major, said she thinks it is good bring back old
traditions because UTPA lacks the school spirit
found on other college campuses.
About 30 organizations have helped out in
the development of the event, which will
conclude Feb. 15 during the men's basketball
game against Texas A&M-Corpus Christi. The
homecoming court will be announced at
halftime, during which the crowning of
homecoming Bronc-O-king, Bronc-O-queen,
prince, princess, duke, and duchess will take
place.
The Bronc-O-Days started Monday, and
more than 500 votes have already been cast for
a number of homecoming court candidates.
Voting concludes at 3 p.m. today at the Quad
and the final tally is expected to surpass the
1,100 votes garnered during last fall’s Student
Government Association elections.
Several students have stopped by the voting
booth to support the candidates of their choice.
Eva Gonzales, a senior majoring in
communication disorders, said that she is voting
because the president of her association is
running for a spot in the homecoming court.
“Our president for the National Student
Speech Language Hearing Association is
running,” Gonzalez said. “I am here to support
my president.”
The homecoming candidates for the court

DEPLOYMENT

include eight males and 13 females from
various student organizations on campus.
Candidates for homecoming king include: Raul
Cabrera, Young Adult Catholic Ministry; Joshua
A. Ceaser, Delta Upsilon Fraternity; Omar J.
Garza, Tau Kappa Epsilon Fraternity; Leo
Longoria, Psychology Club; Rene Palomar,
Golden Key Honor Society; Tanis Padron,
Omega Delta Phi Fraternity; Carlos Rios,
Student Government Association; and Alan
Skinner, Phi Sigma Kappa Fraternity.
Bronc-O-Queen include: Adele Clinton,
Kappa Delta Chi Sorority; Ariana M. de la
Garza, Golden Key Honor Society; Erica Diaz,
Pre-Law Society; Lauren Esquivel, Young
Adult Catholic Ministry; Jessica Fierros,
Lambda Delta; Stacey Phillips, Tau Eta
Epsilon; Enedelia Rios, Association of Migrant
Students; Marleena Rodriguez, American Sign
Language Club; Lucero Salinas, National
Student Speech Language Hearing Assoc.;
Carmen Silva, Delta Zeta Sorority; Christa
Unsinn, Student Government Assoc.; Naima
Williams, Women's Basketball; Mary Zuviri,
Sigma Lambda Gamma Colony.
The candidates were nominated by their
organizations and Cabrera feels it is a great
experience to be recognized by other students.
He also added that events like these could help
UTPA encourage more spirit throughout its
student body.
“I think it is excellent, because the university
has been losing its spirit in the past years,” he
said. “Hopefully events like these can help it
come back.”
Zuviri feels that UTPA students should
support athletics and promote Bronc spirit
during homecoming week.
“UTPA is a commuter campus a lot of people
don't get involved in activities,” Zuviri said.
“Students need to get in the activities to explore
the different things Pan Am has to offer.”
Garza, said it is always good for students to
interact each other on campus, especially in
light UTPA’s 75th anniversary.
“As a candidate you have to promote
yourself as much as possible, get out there,
meet people, hang around, and just have fun
with it,” he said.

continued from page 1

It’s not up to us. We can’t do
anything about it. It is not our job to
take care of that matter.

Special to The Pan American

Lupita Weiner
Psychology
Graduate
Yes, because we live very close to the
border and terrorists can cross over the
bridge to the US.

needs to support the soldiers, because even
though they are well-trained and ready to do
their jobs, a soldier also needs support from
home to pull through trying times overseas
“Yes, they signed up, but little do they, [the
community], realize that because of them we
are free,” Sierra said. “We need everybody's
support.”
UTPA ROTC Capt. Tiburcio Macias,
assistant professor of military science, feels the
United States military is a well-equipped
fighting machine, ready and eager to do fulfill

MARCH TO
WAR —
(From left)
Spc. Robert
Hernandez,
1st Sgt. Noe
Martinez
and Sgt. 1st
Class Maria
Sanchez
hand vessels of earth
from the
McAllen War
Memorial
last Friday.

all orders.
“Everything we are doing as soldiers is in
support of our leadership,” Macias said. “Our
military services, especially the Army, are ready
for any kind of mission.”
As UTPA students head off in America’s
defense, most ask for little more than
recognition of the service they provide for their
fellow students.
“We want to be acknowledged for what we
are doing,” Olivares said. “We are doing it
because it is our duty.”
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REPORTERS
NEEDED
The Pan American is looking for sports and
arts and entertainment reporters to audition this semester for full-time and volunteer positions throughout the spring and
summer terms.

Sports

SPORTS CLIPBOARD
Argentina tops U.S.
Argentina defeated the U.S. National
Soccer Team last Saturday, 1-0, at
Miami's Orange Bowl. The 27,196 proArgentina crowd helped the South
American squad intimidate the young
U.S. side in the early going to post the
Argentines to an early lead when Luis
González scored the game's lone goal in
the ninth minute. Argentina wrapped up
its three-game U.S. tour with a perfect
3-0 record after defeating Honduras, 31, on Jan. 31 and Mexico, 1-0, on Feb.
4.

Monterrey downs
Morelos
For more information, contact sports editor
Brian Carr or A&E editor Ashley Brooks at
381-2546.

Page 13

Monterrey defeated Morelos, 1-0, this
past weekend on a Daniel Román penalty kick to win their fourth game of the
season and string together an undefeated
record (4-0-1) after 5 weeks of play and
continued to lead the Mexican Soccer
League with 13 points. The Chivas of
Guadalajara came back to defeat crosstown rival Tecos of the Autonomous
University of Guadalajara, 3-2, to claim
second place in the overall table after
accumulating 11 points. Mexican striker
Omar Bravo netted two goals to tie
chilean forward Sebastián "Chamagol"
González for the league goal-scoring
lead with 6 goals. Both Monterrey and
Guadalajara are currently undefeated in
the young Mexican Clausura season.

Dominican Republic
wins series
The Aguilas of Cibaeñas (Dominican
Republic) defeated the Indios of
Mayagüez (Puerto Rico), 7-3, in the
2003 Caribbean World Series Feb. 8th to
win its 14th regional title since they
began participating in the Latin
American World Series in 1970. The
Dominican Republic's representative has
won 10 of the last 20 championships.
Cibaeñas finished the series with a 6-1
record followed by Mayagüez with a
record of 5-2. The other teams that participated in the regional series were
Cañeros of Los Mochis (México) and
Criollos of Caguas (Puerto Rico).
Venezuela, who normally sends a representative to the championship, had to
pass on this year's series due to the
internal political turmoil that the country
is facing.

Hull hits 700
Brett Hull of the NHL's Detroit Red
Wings scored the 700th goal of his
career Monday night against the San
José Sharks to become the sixth man in
NHL history to reach the historic mark.
Hull is presently the only active player
in the NHL to have reached the 700goal plateau. The other five top goalscorers are Wayne Gretzky (894 goals),
Gordie Howe (801), Marcel Dionne
(731), Phil Esposito (717) and Mike
Gartner (708). They are all in the
Hockey Hall of Fame.

Ali defends titles
Boxing’s most famous daughter, Laila
Ali, will be featured as the main event
on Friday Night’s Fights. Ali will
defend her three world titles on ESPN2
against Mary Ann Almager (14-5, 9 KO)
in a 10-round Super Middleweight bout
at Louisville, Ky.

Williams closes on
record
Senior Naima Williams of UTPA’s
women’s basketball team needs 27
points to surpass Becky Dube (1,140)
and take over second place on the
women’s all time scoring list. Presently,
Williams has 1,113 points. On Feb. 8,
teammate Senior Alex Gravel became
the all time scoring leader with 1,141
points when she sank a three-pointer
with 27 seconds remaining in the Lady
Broncs’ 66-54 loss to TAMUCC.

Broncs win
The UTPA men’s basketball team won
its fourth-straight game by defeating
Savannah State, 76-62, Monday evening
at the Fieldhouse to improve to 9-17 on
the season. Senior forward Allen
Holcomb scored 18 points to lead the
team in scoring. Pan Am improved to
8-1 at home while SSU dropped to 2-21
with the loss. On Feb. 8, the orangeand-green racked up its second straight
100-point game by crushing Central
Baptist, 105-43. Pan Am will go up
against archrival TAMU-CC on Feb. 15
at the Fieldhouse at 7:30 p.m. Prior to
the game, the Office of Student
Development and United Student
Organization Council will present a
Bronc Block Party from 5-7 p.m. on the
UTPA Fieldhouse lawn.

sports
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Men’s golf team set to open season
Broncs prepare for spring opener in Mississippi; shortened roster means every athlete will travel

UTPA men’s golf swings into
action next week when the Broncs
travel to Hattiesburg, Miss. to
compete at the Sam H. Hall
Intercollegiate hosted by Southern
Mississippi University.
The tournament will be the
Broncs’ first outing since their
season-best sixth place finish at
the Squire Creek Invitational at
Louisiana Tech Nov. 21-22,
2003., The tourney will also be
the first time this season that
Head Coach Mark Gaynor has not
had to choose the five competitors
who will travel to the
competition.
Senior James Aleman, who
helped the Broncs to a ninth place
finish at the MacDonald Cup by
finishing 64th individually in the
competition, graduated after
completing the fall term, leaving
the total number of Bronc golfers
at five, the maximum number of

BASEBALL

athletes permitted to competed for
a team at the collegiate level.
Gaynor feels that because his
athletes won’t have to worry
about not being able to participate
in the event, they can concentrate
on playing their best.
“I expect everyone to play
well, because they all know they
have to play,” he said.
Unfortunately for Gaynor,
there will be no one to turn to in
case an athlete or two goes down
because of injury.
But the spring schedule, despite
having one more scheduled
competition than fall, has fewer
back-to-back weekend
tournaments, and should allow
players a good chance to
recuperate between events.
But the shortened roster had
little to do with how Gaynor
compiled his spring schedule.
“Basically I’m just trying to
get the best schedule possible,” he
said. “We’re playing a pretty solid
schedule. It’s not the elite, but if

we do well we should be able to
be invited to the NCAA
tournaments.”
Opening spring
competition, the Broncs have
four juniors and a lone
freshman on the roster.
Craig Berger, who played
his first college round of golf
for the Broncs last semester
after relocating from the
Alberta, Canada, will be the
youngest player on the UTPA
squad, but Gaynor maintains
that he expects the same level
of performance from every
athlete, regardless of
classification.
“Once you play your first
college round of golf, you’re
no longer a freshman,” Gaynor
said. “After that point I don’t use
the ‘Freshman Excuse’.”
Last semester, host Southern
Miss finished ahead of UTPA at
both the Carolina First
Intercollegiate and the 2002
Crown Classic, but Gaynor hopes

continued from page 16

UTPA was originally scheduled to play
the Cards last weekend, but the games
were rescheduled to be played during the
week. Gawlik didn't attribute the team's
performance to the extra off-days or a
change in scheduling.
"There was no effect from days off at
all. The bottom line is we have to come
out and play consistent and we weren't
consistent and just didn't play good
defense," he said. "We’ve got to come
back and regroup. We have to make a
couple of changes defensively to solidify
us and maybe a couple of offensive
changes because we didn't really do that
well in this game. Really, it's the only
game so far this season that we've been
shut down."
On Monday, the Broncs opened up the
three-game series against LU by playing a
doubleheader. UTPA cranked out 10 runs

off 18 hits, but the Cards managed to
score 16 on 16 hits to defeat the Broncs in
an authentic slugfest 16-10.
Pan Am salvaged the nightcap by edging
out LU 3-2, before 325 fans who were
treated to 18 innings of baseball during
which 31 runs cross the plate and 47 hits
were fired around the ballpark over the
course of the doubleheader.
"We got some key hits, got great
pitching and we played great defense and
didn't make any errors last night [Monday]
and there's the difference," said Gawlik
regarding his team’s Feb. 10 twin-bill
performance.
The Broncs will travel to Round Rock,
Texas this Friday to participate in the
Express College Classic. Pan Am will
face California on Feb. 14, Nebraska on
Feb. 15 and wrap up the tournament
against Southwest Texas State on Feb. 16.

UTPA BASEBALL STATS
UTPA vs. LAMAR UNIVERSITY
Feb. 11
LAMAR
110010303 - 9 9 3
(5-1)
UTPA
000010001 - 2 4 4
(4-2)
Pitchers: LAMAR - W DELAGE; C COY (5); K
SMILEY (9). UTPA - A GUERRA; J GIBSON (7);
R MARTINEZ (9); J DUHON (9).
Win - C COY (1-0) Loss - A GUERRA (1-1)
Time - 3:01 Attendance - 233

UTPA
0 1 1 0 0 1 7 0 0 - 10 18 1
(3-1)
Pitchers: LAMAR - J GRAY; M MELANCON
(6);
S DIAZ (8); K SMILEY (8).
UTPA - T PARKER; L ALAMIA (4); R MARTINEZ (8).
Win - J GRAY (2-0) Loss - T PARKER (1-1)
Time - 3:30 Attendance - Not Reported
HR UTPA - M GARZA, M SISK
UTPA Baseball Team Leaders

Feb. 10 Game 2 (DH)
LAMAR
000011000 - 2 6 3
(4-1)
UTPA
001010001 - 3 7 0
(4-1)
Pitchers: LAMAR - K STUTES; T RINANDO
(5).
UTPA - T SORDEN; B DIORIO (7).
Win - B DIORIO (2-0) Loss - T RINANDO (1-1)
Time - 2:55 Attendance - 325
HR LAMAR - D TILLEY
Feb. 10 Game 1 (DH)
LAMAR
4 3 0 5 4 0 0 0 0 - 16 16 1

(4-0)

Batting
G
Jerome McCoy 6
T.J. Gilmer
4
Tony Ortiz
6
Marco Garza 6
Matt Sisk
6

AB
15
14
24
26
20

Pitching
Ben Diorio
Aaron Guerra
Tommy Sorden

W-L ERA SV
2-0 1.17 0
1-1 1.46 0
0-0 1.86 0

G
2
2
2

H
10
6
9
9
6

R HR RBI
7 0
4
3 0
4
4 0
2
5 1
7
4 1
5
SO
6
5
5

AVG
.667
.429
.375
.346
.300

BB IP
2 7.2
4 12.1
8 9.2

that the chemistry of his squad
this semester will help the Broncs
to stronger finishes throughout

“

I expect everyone
to play well,
because they all
know they have to
play.
- Mark Gaynor,
UTPA head golf coach

“

By BRIAN CARR
The Pan American

the course of the season.
“At any given time, any one
of my guys could beat each
other,” Gaynor said. “But no one
on the team is caught up on who
does the best, they just all want to
do well as a team.”
In addition to having a strong

squad and a solid schedule this
semester, Gaynor also plans to
send a number of his athletes to
the National Minority
Championship, which will be
held in early May and marks the
end of the spring schedule.
Having won the event last
season, the Broncs will enter
the competition as defending
champions.
Rudy Celedon and Ben
Piper, who will return to the
NMC as juniors, both placed in
the top 10 at the event last year
and are expected to perform
strongly again this year. But
Gaynor understands that it will
not be easy for his team to
maintain its reign as the NMC
victors.
“It’s always fun to go back to
an event as the defending
champion,” Gaynor said. “It’s
tough for any school to say that
they are the defending champion
of a tournament, and it will be
hard work to defend the title.”

TAMUCC downs
Lady Broncs 66-54

Alex Gravel captures all-time scoring crown as
Lady Broncs fall to TAMUCC
By ED CHRNKO
The Pan American
Records were meant to
be broken and that’s just
what senior guard Alex
Gravel did when she
scored a game-high 19
points to become The
University of Texas-Pan
American women’s
basketball team all time
scoring leader Feb. 8.
Despite the fact that the
Lady Broncs lost their
19th game of the season, a
66-54 loss to rival Texas
A&M-Corpus Christi,
Gravel has something to
cheer about.
Gravel surpassed former
career scoring leader
Becky Dube with just 27
seconds left to play in the
game when she connected
on a three-pointer giving
her 1,141 points, just
enough to secure first
place on the all time list.
The previous recordholder, Dube, scored 1,140
career points during the
1984-86 seasons.
The Chicoutimi, Quebec
native has led the orangeand-green in scoring in
five of the last six game,
but UTPA has lost four of

those six.
On Jan. 28, the
Canadian-born guard
scored a season-high 26
points in a 72-68 loss to
Oral Roberts and has
scored 20 or more points
in four contests this
season.
But despite Gravel’s
record breaking
performance, once again
Pan Am failed to go the
distance as the Lady
Broncs relinquished a
nine-point second half
lead with just under eleven
minutes to play.
UTPA Interim Head
Coach Tracy Anderson
explained that 29
turnovers were a big factor
in the loss to TAMUCC.
In comparison, the
Islanders only turned the
ball over on 15 occasions
and the discrepancy may
have cost the Lady Broncs
the game.
Senior forward Naima
Williams contributed 13
points in the contest, and
despite the loss there is
still a silver lining on the
cloud hanging over Pan
Am’s head.
Aside from Gravel
breaking the old career

scoring record, Williams
also has closed in on her
teammate and the two
could wind up dueling for
the record in the final five
games of 2003.
The Houston native is a
mere 27 points away from
taking over second place
on the all-time scoring
list, which could put
Gravel and Williams in a
heated, yet friendly,
contest to see who gets
dibs on UTPA’s all-time
scoring record.
UTPA has five games
remaining and the GravelWilliams race could make
it for an interesting end to
a dismal season for the
Lady Broncs.
Pan Am has strung
together a four-game
losing streak and has lost
six of its last eight
contests. The orange-andgreen will try and change
its luck when the Lady
Broncs visit IndianaPurdue-Fort Wayne on
Feb. 13.
The Lady Broncs close
out their season with a
four-game homestand at
the Fieldhouse starting
with a rematch against
IPFW on Feb. 18 at 7 p.m.
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Students bring machines to life
By DULCE GONZALEZ
The Pan American
A robot will soon become part of The
University of Texas-Pan American
electrical engineering department.
For the first time the university’s
student chapter of the Institute of
Electrical and Electronic Engineers
decided to participate in a contest that
requires the building of a robot. The idea
was first presented to IEEE chapter
president Antonio Nicanor, who later
discussed competition with the
organization’s members. Juan Piñón,
senior electrical engineer major, said that
building the robot has become one of the
organization’s most pressing projects.
“He [Nicanor] set goals for the chapter
and building the robot was one of the
biggest goals we had for the year,” said
Piñón.
Getting organized for the project was a
definite challenge for the IEEE chapter
members. Most experienced members
graduated recently, including previous
officers. This year’s new officers were
faced with having to recruit members
who were interested in building a robot.
“When we started we had no idea what
to do,” said Piñón. “We were all new to
this because last year’s officers had
graduated.”
Not only did the students need more
members, but also needed an adviser.
Mounir Ben Ghalia, head of the robotics
lab, decided to take on this project with
the students. As a professor he saw the
importance of this project.
“This is a project where students learn
to take charge,” said Ben Ghalia. “As
future engineers they gain a lot of
experience.”
The idea of the
contest is to build a
robot that can follow
a certain path in the
least amount of time.
The robot must
follow a path
designated by a black
line on the ground.
The path may be
completed through
several different
directional routes,
and there are clues,
in black symbols
placed on the ground
throughout the
course, to enable the
robot to use its
sensors to identify
them in order to
choose the best
route.
Not only is the
robot responsible for
completing the
course in the shortest
time possible, but
must also be able to
overcome obstacles
placed on the course.
The robot will need
to be able to
successfully roll over
ramps, for example.
“The robot should have enough traction
force in order to go over the obstacles
and not deviate from its course,” said Ben
Ghalia.
In order to complete the robot members
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students $1500, Wal-Mart has donated
$500, and the university’s electrical
engineering department has given $400 to
the robot’s electronic boards.
of the IEEE divided themselves up in
this project. Currently, the team is
In order to have the robot ready on
groups.
sending donation proposals to Xerox and
time for the IEEE Region 5 Robotics
Microsoft.
BUILDING
Aside from
THE ROBOT
donations the
The robot the
IEEE robotics
students have
team has
been working on
depended on
consists of
fundraisers. This
different
semester alone
components, or
the team has
modules, which
already had three
are combined to
taco sales and is
make the robot.
planning a
The drive module
chicken plate
consists of the
sale. In order to
wheels and the
get donations for
motors that
their fundraisers
operate and drive
the students have
the robot. The
sent proposals to
sensor modules
Wal-Mart and
are literally the
Sam’s Club. The
eyes of the robot.
companies then
They help the
give the team
robot identify the
some of the
clues that are
materials (i.e.
available on the
food) that they
course. The
need for each
power module is
fundraiser.
responsible for
Anything else
ensuring transfer
they need the
of energy to the
team must
motors and all the
purchase
electronic
themselves.
circuitry of the
“[After the
robot.
donations] we
One of the
Special to The Pan American shop around and
most important
try to find good
TEAMWORK—
Students
in
the
UTPA
Institute
of
Electrical
and
Electronic
Engineers
(pictured
modules is the
prices,” said
below) work to create a robot (pictured top) capable of following a path and avoiding obstacles.
microprocessor
Piñón.

IEEE chapter working on robot

Contest on April 14 the
engineering students
meet once a week. The
whole group meets on
Saturdays in the
robotics lab. Piñón
mentioned that when
they meet on the
weekends they are
ready to put in a full
day’s work in the
building process.
“We are here in the
robotics lab all day
with only a couple of
breaks here and there,”
said Piñón.
Time is one thing,
but there are other
factors that will impact
the bog project.
Building a robot not
only takes effort. It
also takes money.

module, which is the brain of the robot. It
receives the sensory data, interprets it,
and finally sends to the drive module
proper control signals. Finally, the
chassis is the main body of the robot. It
is made of layers of Plexiglas and houses

FUNDING
In order to
participate in the
contest the robotics
team must be able to
cover certain expenses.
The money obtained by
the team will cover the
purchase of parts for
the robot, the team’s contest registration
fee, the team’s transportation cost, and
the lodging costs.
Certain companies and institutions have
already donated money to the team. For
instance, Lockheed Martin has given the

EXPECTATIONS
The robotics team hopes to have
accomplished building a working robot
by the time of the contest. Gabriel
Rodriguez, senior electrical engineer,
mentioned that the building process has
consisted of three phases. The first phase
involves developing a working prototype,
the second phase consists of
troubleshooting and debugging of the
robot, and the final phase is the finished
product.
“By the end of this month we should
have a robot that works,” said Rodriguez.
The students working on this project
expect to show that building a robot is
possible no matter what the outcome in
April might be. Piñón commented that
regardless of how they place in the
competition they would be proud of their
work.
“It is a big accomplishment for us
because it is the first time we try this,”
said Piñón.
The IEEE robotics team and their
adviser hope to motivate other students to
take on future projects like this one. They
think that their example will help the
undergraduate students who may take on
this challenge next year.
“This year’s students will lay the
groundwork for next year and next year’s
students,” said Ben Ghalia.
In the meantime the robotics team can
only hope to be successful at this year’s
IEEE Region 5 Robotics Contest.
“Just being able to show everyone who
didn’t believe in us that we could is all
that matters,” said Piñón.
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UTPA political science professor Dr. Samuel
Freeman also feels lobbyists can have an adverse
affect on Texas government.
“People who have money are able to lobby
themselves, which brings a profound imbalance
of the representation between the rich and the
poor,” he said. “Texas has the best legislature
that money can buy.”
The University of Texas System also employs
lobbyists in Austin in an effort to obtain a larger
portion of the state budget for its universities.
The administration at UTPA, like administrations
from universities around the state, maintains
close ties with state and nationally elected
representatives in hopes that those relationships
will eventually benefit the university.
With the impending budget cut faced by
UTPA, Freeman believes lobbying can effect the
result of how hard funding cuts will hit the
university.
“It’s against the law for a university president
to lobby, so instead they speak on behalf of the
university, but results all depend on how hard the
president fights [the budget cut] for the school,”
Freeman said. “Some presidents can fight and
make an impact on the legislature, while others
can simply go through the motions of fighting
for the school and accept without question what
the legislature decides.”
Freeman went on to say that college students
can take part in the lobbying process by either
writing letters to the state legislature, including
the speaker of the house, senators, or a
committee chairs. Students can also question
legislators and voice their concerns when elected
officials visit the Rio Grande Valley. Finally,
students can head to the state Capitol themselves
to testify in front of a committee or even speak
to different senators. Freeman feels that it is very
important for students to get involved in the
legislative process.
“If you don’t try to stop it [injustice against
citizens], try to fight it, then it’s inevitable that
you are going to lose,” Freeman said. “The least
you can do as a citizen is fight for what you
believe in.”

RESEARCH SERIES CONTINUES
The library will continue its research series,
dubbed “The Research Revolution,” with a
video and discussions regarding genetics
tonight from 7-9 p.m. in the Library Media
Theater. The film and following discussion
session led by Dr. Tom Pearson will focus on
the topic of DNA fingerprinting and the use of
genetic research in forensics is free and open
to the public. Refreshments will be served at
the event.
FREE SCREENINGS
The UTPA Counseling Center will provide
free relationship screenings in SSB 504 today
and Feb. 14 from 9 a.m. to 3 p.m. The screenings are free and confidential, and available for
both couples and individuals. Participants
receive a free carnation while supplies last. For
special accommodations, contact the
Counseling Center at 381-2574.
HOMECOMING FESTIVITIES
The office of Student Development and the
United Student Organization Council will offer
a number of events for students during UTPA
Homecoming week. There will be a Bronc
Spirit Caravan Feb. 15 starting at 4 p.m. at the
UTPA Annex and ending at the Fieldhouse.
Students are encouraged to decorate their vehicles to promote school spirit. Also on Feb. 15

is the Bronc Block Party from 5-7 p.m. The
party will be on the Fieldhouse lawn and will
offer food, game booths and live music by
Big Richard. Homecoming festivities will conclude as the Broncs face the Texas A&MCorpus Christi Islanders at 7:30 p.m. at the
Fieldhouse.
BOOK SALE
The bookstore is offering discounts to students
through a President’s Day Book Sale Feb. 17
from 9 a.m. to 4 p.m. The bookstore will offer
hundreds of discounted textbooks regarding
subjects from English to computer science. For
more information, contact Fred Castaneda at
381-2252.
SOTO COMING
Mexican-American author Gary Soto will visit
the campus Thursday, Feb. 20 to lecture at the
Student Union Theatre starting at 7:30 p.m.
The event is sponsored by the English department, in honor of the university's 75th anniversary. Soto is a California native who has won
numerous awards for his collections of poetry
and also has written a libretto for an opera. He
also serves in various community organizations, and has worked with the United Farm
Workers of America.
For more info call Dr. Steven Schneider, chair
of English, at 381-3422.

Men’s and women’s tennis teams rack up
points against St. Mary’s in first home match
of season
By ED CHRNKO
The Pan American
The University of
Texas-Pan American men’s
tennis team got back on the
winning track Wednesday
afternoon at the Cox Tennis
Center by shutting out St. Mary’s
University, 7-0, while the Lady
Broncs snapped a four-match
losing skid by defeating SMU, 52, despite losing the crucial
doubles point.
The Broncs opened the match
by sweeping the doubles
matches 8-3, 8-6 and 8-3. The
men then bulldozed their way
through the singles portion of
the event by sweeping all six
matches. Pan Am only gave
up two sets in at numbers
three through six singles
spots. Sophmore Jeremy
Salvo blanked SMU’s
Baldo Garza, 6-0, 6-0 at
the number four singles
spot, while Nik Porter did
the same with the
Rattlers’Alex Portillo at
the first singles position.
“We started off slow, but
we adjusted to the wind and
never looked back,” said
Salvo.
With the overwhelming
victory over SMU, the
Broncs improved to 3-2
on the season.
The Lady Broncs
didn’t quite roll over St.
Mary’s, but they got the
job done. Despite losing the

Tom
Mangelschots
CENSUS WORKSHOP PLANNED
The McAllen Chamber of Commerce will
present a U.S. Census Data Workshop titled:
"Making Sense of the Numbers: A
Demographic Profile of McAllen," Thursday,
Feb. 20 at the Chamber, on Ash Avenue.
Census Bureau employee John Ortiz will show
people how to get the right statistical and
demographic information about the most
recent census. Information about income,
occupation, poverty, employment, language,
education, housing and many other characteristics is available online.
For more info, call Luis Bazan or Anabel
Arellano of the Chamber at 682-2871.
VINS AT CONFERENCE
UTPA's Student Leadership Program will present its yearly conference for high school seniors Saturday, Feb. 22, on campus. Wellknown newspaper columnist Molly Ivins will
be the keynote speaker for the event, which
starts at 9 a.m. The purpose of the conference
is to enrich the leadership skills of those Valley
students about to leave high school for college.
Ivins is a syndicated news commentator
known for combining a clever, biting satire
with a downhome Texas personality. She usually appears at least twice a week in McAllen's
Monitor.
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With the raising of taxes, and budget cuts
effecting the lives of thousands of Texas
residents, sometimes it may feel that elected
officials do little by way of representation.
But while elected representatives may not
always appear to hear the voices of their
constituents, there is another group of political
movers and shakers - known as lobbyists working continuously to protect the interests of
their selected groups by persuading government
officials to favor bills on different issues.
The term ‘lobbying’ comes from influence
seekers who were able to garner the attention of
Congressmen in the lobby of the Capitol during
the early days of American government. Because
ordinary citizens were not permitted on the
floors of the House or Senate, many chose the
Capitol lobby to air grievances or discuss issues
with their elected officials.
Special interests groups employ more than
80,000 registered lobbyists in Washington, D.C.
According to University of Texas-Pan American
political science professor Dr. Terry Garrett,
interest groups from the National Rifle
Association to the Sierra Club have no trouble
finding lobbyists willing to take up their selected
causes.
“To be a lobbyist, one simply has to ask a
government official [federal, state or local] for a
favor on a public policy matter or try to persuade
an official to go along with an individual or
interest group on an issue of concern,” he said.
There are professional lobbyists, often lawyers
available for hire in Washington, D.C., state
capitals, and some large cities to represent one or
several interest groups. Professional lobbyists
use acquaintances with policy makers
(legislative, executive, and judicial) in an effort
to influence the government in a way that would
reflect favorably on the interests of their clients.
An interest group is often defined as a group of
individuals working on behalf of or strongly
supporting a particular cause, whether it be an

item of legislature, an industry, or a special
segment of society.
Lobbyists employ numerous tactics in an
effort to persuade or encourage officials to
support an interest group. For instance,
lobbyists often use public relations campaigns
and advertisements designed to motivate the
public to contact individual representatives in an
effort to sway an official’s vote on a particular
bill. Occasionally many lobbyists will don their
lawyer hats and file litigation or legal briefs
against government agencies on behalf of the
interest groups the represent.
According to UTPA political science professor
Dr. Gary Mounce, the lobbying system can be
both beneficial and harmful to citizens and
government alike. On one hand, lobbying has
merit because it allows citizens to voice their
opinions on issues and put pressure on
politicians who often decide which bills pass and
which do not. But because lobbying in Texas
government is not fully controlled, there is a
possibility that the process may be misused by
special interest groups concerned with very
specific interests.
“There was a time when people believed
lobbying consisted of the four ‘Bs: beef, brew,
bribe, and broads,” Mounce said. “But the point
of lobbying is to get to know the legislators in
order to have them vote in favor of the interest
group. Some lobbyists do this any way they
can.”
Mounce explained that since Texas legislators
do not receive much by way of monetary
compensation for their services - Texas
legislators are paid $7,200 for a session lasting
approximately 140 days - lobbyists of some
interest groups use money to gain the loyalty of
political figures.
“The largest use of money from lobbyists go
to campaign financing. If an interest group gives
money to that one legislator to support their
campaign, then that senator or representative is
going to remember that when voting on a bill
that the interest group may or may not be in
favor of,” he said.

sports
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doubles point when sophmore
Kathryn Waslen and freshman
Laura Boskovich lost the number
two doubles match 9-8, UTPA
was able to regroup and win five
of the six singles matches.
“We played some good points
and made some unforced errors,
but overall we made a solid
effort,“ said Ana Pena after the
Lady Broncs lost the doubles
point. “We’ve improved from last
year.”
Head coach Todd Chapman felt
his team did a good job of getting
over some anxious moments at
the start of the event.
“As a team, we had some jitters
and had to get over some
nervousness, however not
everything’s a negative, but I feel
we need to play with more
energy,” he said.
In women’s singles, Boskovich
pulled out a grueling victory by
dropping Thuy Phan at the
number three singles match, 6-4,
4-6, 6-2 and Pena defeated Alexis
Carmona at number four singles,
6-3, 6-1.
Last Sunday, both men’s and
women’s tennis teams lost to
Tennessee Tech, 5-2 and 4-3,
respectively.
The men lost the doubles point
by dropping two out of three
matches. Matt Gower and Nik
Porter won the only doubles
match for UTPA by defeating Ray
Cuesta and Michele Panzeri, 8-2.
Pan Am went on to lose points
in the singles spots one, two, three
and five. Jeremy Salvo and Nik

Porter won the only singles
matches for the Broncs in a losing
effort.
The women fared a little better
than their male couterparts, but
lost the crucial doubles point after
getting swept 3-0 in the doubles
matches 8-5, 8-1 and 8-2.
The Lady Broncs captured the
first, fourth and sixth singles
matches, but the Eaglettes
grabbed the remainder to put them
over the top and pull out
the 4-3 win.
The women’s
team returns to
action Feb. 14
when it travels
to Corpus Christi
to face the Lady Islanders at 3
p.m. On Feb. 15, the Lady
Broncs will match up against Sam
Houston State at 9 a.m. and
Southern at 2 p.m. Both matches
will be played at Corpus Christi.
The men’s team willhost
TAMUCC at the Cox Tennis
Center on the UTPA campus on
Feb. 15 at 2 p.m

Nik
Porter

NOTES: The Broncs men’s
tennis team topped off a strong
week by obtaining its first
Southland Conference tennis
honor of the season. Freshman
Nik Porter of Tunbridge, England
was honored with the
conference’s Tennis Player of the
Week award after winning all four
of his matches last week in
UTPA’s victory over Abilene
Christian, 7-0, and a 5-2 loss to
Tennessee Tech.

WEEKLY SCHEDULE
THURSDAY

FRIDAY

SATURDAY

SUNDAY

MONDAY

TUESDAY

WEDNESDAY

vs. California
at Round Rock 4 p.m.

vs. Nebraska
at Round Rock 4 p.m.

vs. SWT at
Round Rock 3 p.m.

-

-

vs. Incarnate Word (DH)
3 p.m.

-

-

-

-

at Savannah State
6 p.m.

Baseball

-

Track and Field

-

-

Nebraska

-

-

-

vs. TAMUCC
7:30 p.m.

-

at IPFWU
6 p.m.

-

-

-

-

vs. IPFWU
7 p.m.

-

vs. TAMUCC
2 p.m.

-

-

-

-

SHS & Southern at
TAMUCC 9 a.m., 2 p.m.

-

-

-

-

Men’s
basketball
Women’s
basketball
Men’s
tennis
Women’s
tennis

-

at TAMUCC
3 p.m.

S PORTS
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HEATER: Freshman
right-hander Aaron
Guerra throws a pitch
during a game against
Lamar Tuesday afternoon. UTPA lost the
game 9-2.

Lamar’s Matt Gowan. One out
later, Lamar left fielder Jordan
Foster of belted a two-run
double to left-center field to
break open the game 6-1 in favor
of the Cards.
In the top of the ninth, UTPA
freshman righty Robert Martínez
relieved Gibson, and things went
from bad to worse. Martínez
walked the first batter he faced
and the defense contributed to
the team's collapse by
committing a pair of errors
resulting in loaded bases for LU.
Martínez then walked two
batters and hit another with a

pitch to score three unearned
runs.
Freshman lefty Jason Duhon
relieved Martínez and closed out
the inning, but it was too late for
Pan Am as Lamar went on to
win the game 9-2 after UTPA
added a run in the bottom of the
ninth.
“We came out today and we
made four errors at third base, it
killed us,” said first-year UTPA
head coach Willie Gawlik. “We
let in at least five or six runs
from play at third base.”

“

- Willie Gawlik,
head coach

See BASEBALL page 14

SWING: A UTPA baseball player takes a swing at a pitch during a game against Lamar University Tuesday afternoon. The Broncs won one of three games against Lamar.

■

Broncs vs. TAMU-CC
Islanders
Feb. 15
7:30 p.m.
■

BOOK SALE

In honor of
President’s Day, the
University of
Texas-Pan
American
Bookstore will hold
a book sale
Monday, Feb. 17
from 9 a.m. to 4
p.m. at the
University
Bookstore Patio.
The sale will
feature textbooks at
reduced prices.
The selection of
books will range
from anthropology
to sociology.
For more
information,
contact Fred
Castañeda at (956)
381-2252.

Current C.H.U.D. Threat Level

HIGH
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Rep pushes
for Board seat
Since reappointment for
the University of Texas
System Board of Regents is
due, several Rio Grande
Valley officials
acknowledge the
importance of having a
local representative on the
Board.
Last week, state
representative Roberto
Gutierrez, D-McAllen,
expressed his interest in
becoming a member of the
Board of Regents. He feels
having someone from South
Texas on the Board will
better serve the needs of
universities in the
surrounding area.
“We wanted to put them
on notice because we didn’t
want them to say that they
couldn’t find someone
qualified and interested for
the Board of Regents,” said
Gutierrez. “In order to
eliminate that, we wanted to
come forward and say I was
interested and qualified.”
Gutierrez, who is
currently serving his
seventh term as state
representative, said his
experience within state
government provides him
with the qualifications
needed to serve as a
member on the Board.
“Through seniority, you
get to know how the system
works,” he said. “Having
gone through that learning
experience, I feel I know
how it works.”
If appointed to the Board
by governor Rick Perry and
confirmed by the state
senate, Gutierrez would
make more funding and
programs for area
universities his primary
goal as a member of the
Board.
University of Texas-Pan
American President Miguel
Nevarez hopes someone
from South Texas will be
named a member of the
nine-person Board. He
hopes the new member will

Live music by BIG
RICHARD
FOOD AND GAMES

Photos by Daniel Aguilar/The Pan American
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Sat. Feb. 15
Meet at 4 p.m. at the
UTPA Annex &
Caravan to the
Fieldhouse

BRONC
BASKETBALL

We came out
today and we
made four
errors at third
base, it killed
us.

An Inside Look:

By JENNIFER TAPIA
The Pan American

UTPA
FIELDHOUSE
LAWN

“

What a difference just three
innings of a baseball game can
make.
The University of Texas-Pan
American baseball team played a
close-scoring game against
Lamar University Tuesday
afternoon at Edinburg Baseball
Stadium before a sparse crowd
of 233 fans, but ended up getting
shelled in the last three frames
of the game to lose 9-2.
The loss dropped the Broncs
to 4-2 on the season, while the

Cardinals improved to 5-1 by
taking two out of three games in
the series against UTPA.
With Lamar clinging to a slim
3-1 lead and with one out in the
top of the seventh inning, junior
hurler Johnny Gibson relieved
starter Aaron Guerra of Edinburg
with two runners on base.
That's when things began to go
awry for the the Broncs nine.
Gibson unloaded a wild pitch
that advanced both runners to
begin his afternoon on the hill.
Junior third baseman Matt Sisk
committed an error on the
following play that scored
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BRONC SPIRIT
CARAVAN

Sat. Feb. 15
5 p.m. to 7 p.m.

UTPA drops two of three contests against the Cardinals, falls to 4-2 mark on season
By ED CHRNKO
The Pan American

BRONCO-O-DAYS

BRONC BLOCK
PARTY

Pitching does in Broncs against Lamar

THURSDAY

Campus

State Rep. Roberto Gutierrez

prove helpful for both
UTPA and University of
Texas-Brownsville/Texas
Southmost College.
“[Gutierrez] knows the
needs of education in the
area,” Nevarez said. “He
certainly does knows the
needs, if not him, then
anyone from South Texas
will.”
If appointed to the Board,
Gutierrez hopes to work
closely with all the
presidents of universities
across South Texas. He said
he would like maintain
constant contact with
university officials in an
effort to meet the needs of
every university.
“We want to make sure
they are heard and
established by giving them
the opportunity to have a
voice in the Board of
Regents,” Gutierrez said. “If
you don’t have a voice, it
takes longer to get what you
want.”
Since former Democratic
gubernatorial candidate
Tony Sanchez’s term on the
Board of Regents expired
Feb. 1, Robert Estrada is the
only Hispanic to currently
serve on the Board. Estrada
feels it is important to have
another Hispanic Board
member because he feels
diversity within the Board
of Regents should be of
prime importance.
“This brings a different
perspective in a Board
level,” he said. “I bring part
of that with my experience,
but I am only one person.”

Gabriel O. Hernandez/The Pan American

KICKER— Mary DeCock (foreground) and Amanda Carlow (background) vote for this year’s BroncO-King and Bronc-O-Queen Tuesday. This is the first time in seven years UTPA has a homecoming.

Students/troops get orders
By ARIANNA VAZQUEZ
The Pan American
All across the United States, families brace for a
possible war in Iraq.
Families in the Rio Grande Valley are not
immune to the phenomenon, as a number of
University of Texas-Pan American students put
down textbooks and picked up military equipment
to heed the call of Uncle Sam.
The 961st Quartermaster Water Supply
Company of the Army Reserve stationed in
McAllen activated nine UTPA students last week,
who had to withdraw from the university to await
deployment overseas. With plans already in motion
for a possible showdown with Saddam Hussein, 45
local soldiers were called to duty last week.
The soldiers were activated during a public
ceremony held in Victoria on Sunday and are now
stationed at Fort Hood awaiting further orders
from Commander-in-Chief George W. Bush.
The students who have departed to serve their
country include Spc. Jose Olivares, Sgt. Rafael
Olazio, Pfc. Julio McCall, Pfc. Brian Garza, Pfc.
Mario Garcia, Spc. Mark Lopez, Pfc. Jesus Pena,
Spc. Michael Richardson and Pfc. Ronnie Soria.
These students left for duty last week, but local
families are bracing for more activation orders in
the weeks to come, and about 47 reservists from
the McAllen unit will be departing for duty within
the next two weeks. According to early activation
orders, tours of duty could last a year or more, but
the length of service can increase or decrease do to
a number of factors, according to Family
Readiness Group volunteer Lucia Hernandez.
“The soldiers can be activated for as long as two

years, depending on peace or war," Hernandez
said. "And some college students are worried
about school and how it will work out.”
Student/soldiers who have withdrawn from
UTPA hope to get back soon to complete their
studies, and three of the nine were enrolled as
seniors scheduled to graduate in 2003 or early
2004.
One of those seniors, McCall is disappointed
that his graduation could be delayed until at least
2005. Garza is also discouraged with having to
delay his graduation, because the delay
complicates his plans to attend law school.
Although some of these soldiers are seniors,
some began college life this semester. Both Pena
and Soria were freshman at UTPA.
But although heading overseas may delay
educational opportunities, many student/soldiers
understand the role they play in the defense of
America.
Olivares believes it is a reservist’s duty to leave,
regardless of what is going on in personal lives.
“It is my job. I have a job to do, and I am going
to do it,” Olivares said. “I am just hoping I get
back in time to finish school as soon as possible.”
While education is a big concern with many
reservists, many are also concerned about who will
take care of their families while they are away, as
Olazio pointed out.
“I don't have time to be scared and I try not to
think about it because as sergeant I have to take
care of other soldiers,” Olazio said. “But I miss my
family.”
Maria Sierra, a volunteer with the Family
Readiness Group, believes that the community
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